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and concluded. 


In November, 1820, Bishop Middleton 
laid the foundation-stone of a church at 
Calcutta, in the centre of a numerous Eu- 
fopean population, who had no means of 
attending divine worship. Mr. Hawtayne 
offered to serve it gratuitously; and, since 
the bishop’s decease, has been appointed 
by the marquis of Hastings to be the per- 
' manent chaplain. Near this sacred edi- 
fice, which is dedicated to St. James, a 
school was erected for the use of the 
Christian pouname expense of which was 
defrayed by a legacy bequeathed to the 
bishop by an officer,® aided by a donation 
from the bishop himself. 

But to advert to the college, which now 
occupied his mind. He had expressed its 
object in the letters which he transmitted 
to England; and the plan was worthy of 
the projector. It designed the education 
of youth in sacred knowledge, in sound 
learning, in the principal languages used 
in the East, and in habits of piety and de- 
votion to their calling, that they might 
be qualified to preach among the heathen. 
The attention of the learned persons con- 
nected with it, was to be directed to ac. 
curate versions of the Scriptures, of the 
——— other religious books: it was 
to vour to disseminate useful know- 

by means of schools, under teachers 
educated for the purpose ; and it was 
to aim at the combining and consolidat- 
ing, as far as possible, into one system, 
and the directing into the same cougse of 
sentiment and action, the endeavours 
which were making to advance the Chris- 
tian cause. 

The favour and patronage of the public 
in England was eminently shown towards 
the projected institution. The King’s let- 
ter, granted to the Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, was 
productive beyond all former example; 
and other religious societies and public 
bodies munificently aided the work. 

In December, 1820, the plans and esti- 
mates for the building were matured, and 
& plot of ground on the bank of the river, 





* The late Captain Henry Oake. 
OL. X. 





within three miles of Calcutta, containing 
twenty acres, had been granted by the go- 
vernment for the site of it. To this, C.T. 
Metcalfe, Esq., the resident at Hyderabad, 
contributed « piete of land adjacent; t 
which the estate was greatly impro 
The Societies for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, and Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, gave each 50001, to which the 
Church Missionary Society added a si- 
milae donation. The bishop contributed 
4001. for the fitting-up and embellish- 
ment of the chapel, and Mrs. Middleton 
a handsome set of plate for the comniu- 
nion-table. Thus prepsred, on the 15th 
of the same month, his lordship, with 
much solemnity, laid the foundation-stone, 
The college was founded for a principal 
and two professors, and for as many stu- 
dents as its funds shall enable the society 
to maintain, and as can afterwards be pros 
vided for as missionaries, schoolmasters, 
and catechists, at the stations to which 
they shall be appointed: these stations 
to be under the episcopal jurisdiction in 
matters ecclesiastical or spiritual, and 
subject in other points to the visitor of 
the college. As the object of the institua- 
tion is definite, no students can be admit- 
ted who are intended for secular situas 
tions in life. The design of the institu- 
tion is as comprehensive as it is benevoe 
lent. It extends to such parts of the con- 
tinent and islands cf Asia as are under the 
protection and authority of Great-Britain. 
The whole arrangement of the building 
was planned by the bishop, assisted in the 
selection of the ornaments by his 
lain, Mr. Hawtayne; and the statutes wer 
drawn up by his lordship. The build 
occupies three sides of a yap a 
contains every requisite for a college—a 
hall, chapel, library, and press. The cen- 
tre is 150 feet in len and the two 
wings are each 150 feet. It stands in a 
prominent situation, on grount! adjoining 





* In addition to this contribution, the bishop 
= athed 500/. to the college at the decease 
of his widow, and 500 volumes out of his li- 
brary; which are now there. 

¢ On the 16th December, 1822, the Society 
for ay Christian Knowledge voted 
6000/. to be — at the disposal of the So- 
ciety for the Propagation of the Gospel, and 
recommended that five scholarships should be 
founded in this college, to be called Bishop 
Middleton’s Scholarships, 

21 








162 
the com botanic garden, opening to 
the sou commanding a fine expanse 


of water, over which every vessel must 
pass in going to Calcutta; and is a marked 
object m approaching the capital of the 
East. 

Havin accomplished in part what 
his om ee upon with anaes in- 
terest, in January, 1821, he embarked to 
visit Bombay, which he had not reached 
in the former part of his second visitation. 

He arrived at Bombay in the latter end 
of February. Though free from bodily 
disease, the bishop at this time did not 
feel the elasticity of spirit which he once 
Possessed, and was: sensible that he was 
unequal to the burden of his duty. He, 
however, held a visitation of his clergy ; 
at which Mr. Robinson preached a sermon 
that was highly approved by the bishop, 
and published at his request. He confirm- 
ed also one hundred and twenty persons, 
and consecrated two churches. 

On his return from Bombay, on the 19th 
April, 1821,, he went on shore at Cochin, 
in order to have an mterview with the me- 
tropolitan of the Syrians. He conceived 
this to be a point of some importance; 
because in the Missionary Register were 
passages which seemed to imply, that the 
ehurch missionaries were introducing the 
English liturgy, and that this ancient 
branch of Christianity was coming over 
rapidly to the Church of England. It oc- 
curred to the bishop, that if this were 
true, he ought to know it from authority; 
and therefore he resolved to accomplish 
an object so nearly —— the interests 
of the church. The next day he had an 
interview with the Syrian Leche, and 
spent two hours with him, having no 
other person present than an interpreter, 
on whom he could rely. The result was, 
that he found the Syrians in the same 
state as that in which he left them on his 
former visitation, and without any visible 
approximation to the Church of England; 
and that if ever there should be, it would 
be. communicated to the bishop of Cal- 
etitta. He ascertained that the church 
missionaries did, indeed, expound the 
Scriptures, in the churches of this part 

the peninsula, to all who would hear 
them, and that it was well received by 
the people, to whom it was somewhat 
new; but the Syrian bishop assured him, 
that nothing was done of which he had 
any reason to complain. He said that he 
then resided at the Syrian college, where 
the missionaries were professors, and that 
they had not begun to print. Bishop 
Middleton observed, in reply, that there 
would be a Syrian press at the college at 
Calcutta, and asked if one of the Syrian 
clergy would go to assist at it. The me- 
tropolitan smiled, and said, he did not 
think that any of them could be prevailed 
upon to go to such a distance, being all 
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unwilling to quit their own churches for 
more than a je atatime. Bishop Middle. 
ton still hoped that one might be prevail- 
ed upon to give his assistance, and that 
the Calcutta press would print in Syriac 
as well as in all the learned languages, 
He looked forward to the time, when the 
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
would be as famous for its learned publi- 
cations, as any other in the world. 

After this intervicw he again went on 
board; and on Easter-day, being then off 
Cape Comorin, the most southern point 
of the Indian continent, he performed the 
whole service, preached and administered 
the sacrament to Mrs. Middleton, who ac- 
companied him in all his visitations, and 
to as many Protestants as there were in 
the ship. His feelings, always alive to 
devotion and to local circumstances, were 
impressed move than usual, though but 
few were gathered together. 

From Cape Comorin the bishop pro- 
ceeded to Ceylon, and spent more than a 
month at Colombo. Here a special meet- 
ing of the district committee of the So- 
ciety for Promoting Christian Knowledge 
was held at his lordship’s request, which 
gave a new impulse to its proceedings; 
and there was every reason to believe that 
the efficacy of the society would in con- 
sequence be greater than it had been. 
The bishop, besides a handsome dona- 
tion from himself, gave the committee 
300/. sterling, which was granted to him 
by his Majesty, for the support of religi- 
ous institutions. This was accompanied 
by a particular desire on the part of the 
bishop, that the money might be applied 
to the exclusive purpose of translating 
the society’s tracts into the native lan- 
guage of Ceylon, and printing them for 
the use of the inhabitants.* 

On his return to Caleutta, he found 
there Mr. Mill, of Trinity College, Cam- 








* See Letter to the Society for P 
Christian Knowledge, from the Rev. C. J. Lyo 
chaplain to the forces at Colombo, 3ist ita: 
1821. The society stated in their report 
1816, that through the active superintendence 
of the bishop, the designs of the society, in the 
establishment of diocesan and district commit- 
tees, were carried into full effect. The primary 
meeting of the diocesan district committee was 
formed at Madras on the 21st August, 1815, at 
Bombay on the 8th June, 1816, and at Colom- 
bo in the same year. On the settlement of the 
committee at the last place, the bishop availed 
himself of the vote of credit granted by the . 
society, considering this a favourable opportu 
nity to promote the printing of a Cingalese, 
version of the Book of Common Prayer, which 
would be very useful, and conld not be other- 
wise accomplished. He engaged a competent 


persen to make the translation, without ex- 
pense. This book had been painted in the Ta- 
mul language, at Madras, towards which go- 
vernment gave 200/, and the bishop 40/.—~See 
Society’s Reports, 1816. 
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bridge, and Mr. Alt, of P 
who had arrived from Eng 
13th of February preceding, d his 
absence ; the former to fill the office of 
principal, and the latter that of a profes- 
sor in the college. 

Bishop Middleton’s care was much in- 
creased by the death of Mr. Jones, with 
whom he had contracted for the building 
of the college. He could not immediately 
find « person capable or willing to carry 
on the engagement, and therefore antici- 
pated much additional expense; a point 
of the utmost importance in the present 
instance. At length he found an officer of 
the engineers, Captain Hutchinson, who, 
though incapable, by military regulation, 
of contracting, undertook to carry on the 
work. This was a great relief to him. 
But still the business of the bishopric, at- 
tended with difficulty, and often with vex- 
ation, continually pressed upon his mind; 
so that, when the fatal blow was given, 
which occasioned the decease of this ex- 
cellent man, it fell upon nerves disposed 
to :cc:lerate its dreadful consequences. 
On the 8th June, 1822, he wrote toa friend 
inEngland, and expressed himself in terms 
which proved how much the difficulties 
under which he laboured had operated 
upon his feelings. He reminded bis friend, 
that it was that day eight years since he 
embarked at Portsmouth, when Archdea- 
con Thomas accompanied him to the boat, 
and was the last of his acquaintance whom 
he saw in England. “It was exceedingly 
improbable,” he added, “ that we should 
meet again; and perhaps, all things con- 
sidered, it was hardly to be expected, 
though he was the older man, that I should 
be the survivor: but so the Almighty had 
ardained it. 1Isometimes wonder at the 
manner in which, amidst -the continual 
havoc around me, I have been preserved, 
and my wife also, without whom, in soli- 
tude and destitution, | should be as no- 
thing” 

From the most authentic sources of in- 
formation it appears, that on the Monday 
preceding his death, the bishop received 
the clergy at dinner, having recently re- 
turned to his own house, which had been 
long under repair. And, except that he 
was much agitated in the early part of the 
evening, by information respecting a very 
improper proceeding of one of his clergy, 
he was unusually cheerful and animated. 

The next day he went down to the col- 
lege at an early hour in the afternoon; 
from which his physician, who happened 

be in the house in attendance on Mrs. 

iddleton, endeavoured to dissuade him, 
but in vain. He promised, indeed, that he 
would not go again at so early an hour. 
Little did he think that he was visiting 
that favourite spot for the last time! 
_On Wednesday he was occupied during 
eight hours in writing to government, on 







the “and, at length, declared himself quite ex- 
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the subject of a suit in the supreme court; 


hausted ; but pro to Mrs. Middleton, 
who, from ill health, had not been out for 
several days, that she should accompany 
him in the carriage before the sun was 
gone down. 

They had not proceeded when, ata 
turn in the road, the desce sun, which 
is always dangerous, and especially at the 
damp season of the year, shone full.upon 
him. A slight cause from without, added 
to the present agitated state of his nerves, 
was sufficient to produce serious effects. 
The bishop immediately declared that he 
was struck by the sun, and returned: home 
but refused to réceive.medical advice, and 
took what was offered him by Mrs. Mid- 
dleton. When ‘he retired to rest, symp- 
toms of fever, and irritability of mind, in- 
oreased. -On the following night he was 
with difficulty restrained from rising and 
pursuing the -business that pressed-upon 
his attention. 

On the Thursday the fever had incress- 
ed so much, that he wrote to his physician, 
Dr. Nicolson, a person in whom he had 
implicit and well-grounded confidence. 
The:bishop now indeed appeared-sensible 
of the extent of his disorder, and said that 
he thought‘himself seriously ill, and-knew 
pot what would be the consequence. He 
sent a letter to his chaplain, to desire that 
he would take his place in the pulpit at 
the cathedral on the Sunday. But neither 
in this, nor in any other communication to 
his friends, was there any intimation of the 
extreme illness which now oppressed him. 
They were unconscious of the dreadful 
event which awaited them till two hours 
before he expired. The archdeacon, the 
senior chaplain, Mr. Trotter, whom the 
bishop had distinguished by his friendship, 
Mr. Hawtayne, and the physician, were 
with him. ‘He‘lay for some time exhausted 
by the violence of the disorder, and breath- 
ing violently, till just before hisdepurture, 
when an expressive smile spread itself over 
his features. So tranquil was the last mo- 
ment, that it-was not marked by a single 
motion. 4 

Thus expired Thomas Fanshaw Middle- 
fon, at eleven o’clock, on the night of 
Monday, the 8th July, 1822, in the fifty- 
fourth year of ‘his age, and ninth of his 
consecration, to the great loss of the Chris- 
tian church, 

The death of this excellent prelatewas 
announced by a government gazette extra- 
ordinary, issued by the governor-general 
in council; a marked testimony of respect, 
expressed in terms no less honourable to 
the feelings of the council, than just to 
the character of the deceased. The last 
offices were perfonmmed over the remains of 
Bishop Middleton on Friday, the 12th July, 
amidst the lamentations of all ranks of so. 
ciety; and an the following Sunday a fu- 
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neral sermon was Dr. Lorin 
archdeacon of apa ” © 


Anxious to show respect to the memory 
of their departed bi the archdeacon 
of Calcutta and other c » immediately 
after his decease, resolved to enter into a 
subscription for a monument, to be erected 
to his memory in the crthedral This was 
followed by Archdeacon Barnes, and other 
friends, as soon as the information of the 
afflicting loss which the church had sus- 
tained, had reached Bombay. And at a 
special meeting of the diocesan committee, 
held at Calcutta on the 24th July, 1822, 
W. B. Bayley, esq. proposed resolutions 
to the members present, for a subscription 
towards the intended monument, in a 
speech expressing the highest veneration 
and regard for the virtues of the late bi- 
shop; which was followed by the unani- 
mous adoption of the measure. Similar 
resolutions were pussed by the diocesan 
committee at Madras; which were moved 
by the Hon. Sir Charles Grey, knt., in an 
address, bearing testimony to the esteem 
in which the memory of Bishop Middleton 
was held in that presidency. 

No sooner was the sad event known in 
England, than the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge passed resolutions in 
honour of his memory ; and for the pur- 
pose of entering into « subscription for a 
monument, to be erected in the cathedral 
of St. Paul. 

Thus, beloved abroad and at home, de- 
parted the subject of these memoirs. It 
remains that they be closed with an ac- 
count of his person and disposition. 

In person, Bishop Middleton was above 
the ordinary stature of man; strongly 
formed ; of a florid and commanding coun- 
tenance; animated and energetic in his 
manner. In disposition, he was sanguine 
and zealous; ambitious of distinguishing 
himself amongst the wise and anal ; warm 
and generous to his friends; placable and 
benevolent towards all men; unbending in 
his principles, but charitable to those who 
differed from him in opinion. As a hus- 
band, he was affectionate and exemplary. 
As aprelate, he was apostolic in his views, 
vigilant in his government, and anxious 
= _ diffusion of the gospel, even unto 


It is much to be lamented, that in his 
last will,* dated 19th January, 1821, he 





* The will expressed, that all his sermons and 
other writingsin MS: should be forthwith burnt. 
That there were some ot them, which, if Pro- 
vidence spared his life, he was disposed to re- 
vise for the press; but in their then state, the 
best of them were very unfit for publication. It 
was, therefore, his earnest wish that none of 
these should be preserved; and that his execu- 
trix (Mrs Middleton) would consider a strict 
compliance with this injunction to be due to his 
memory. 
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d all his manuscripts to be destroy. 

; er these were his admirable lec- 
tures on the litany, which were ready for 
the press. Bishop Middleton died without 
issue, and without any near relations; Mr, 
Seth Stephen Ward, of the accountant-ge. 
neral’s office, already mentioned, adescen- 
dant of the maternal grandfather of the 
bishop, and the children of Mr. Ward, be- 
ing the only persons allied to his family 
who survive him. 

The bishop, in his will, directed that 
his remains should be interred in the vault 
under the college chapel, if it were con- 
secrated ; and left an inscription to be en- 
graved ona tablet in the chapel. But that 
edifice not being completed at the time of 
his death, the following variation of the 
inscription, left also by himself, in case 
he should be interred elsewhere, is to sup- 
ply its place: — 

In. hoc. Sacello.* 

Nomen. meum. servandum. volui. 
Tuomas Fansuaw MippieTon. S. T. P. 
Primus.Dieceseos.Calcuttensis.Episcopus. 
Hujusce. Collegii. Edificandi Suasor. 
Et. pro. viribus. adjutor. 

Jesu. Christe. 

Lux. mundi. peccatorum. salus. 

- Praconibus. tuis. hinc. exeuntibus. 
Optima. quxque. dona. elargiaris. 

Et. miserescas. anime. mez. 

Obiit. anno. Redemptoris. spcccxx11. 
Etatis. vin. 

Episcopatus. 1x. 

Voluit. Extzaserua. uxor. conjunctissima. 
Eodem. marmore. insigniri. 





I have suljoined a hymn, composed by Bi- 
shop Middleton, and always sung on New- 
Year’s-Day by his desire. 


As o’er the past my memory strays 
Why heaves the secret sigh? ™ 

*Tis that | mourn departed days, 
Still unprepared to die. 


The world and worldly things beloved 
My anxious thoughts employ’d ; 

And time unhallow’d, unimprov’d, 
Presents a fearful void. 


Yet, Holy Father, wild despair 
hase from my lab’ring breast; 

Thy grace it is which prompts the pray’r, 
‘hat grace can do the rest. 


My life’s brief remnant all be thine! 
And when thy sure decree 

Bids me this fleeting breath resign, 
O speed my soul to Thee! 


* If the chapel had been conseorated, and 
the bishop’s remains interred in it, the inserip- 
tion was to have run thus:— 


Prope hune locum 
Mortales — reponendas volui 
. Cc. 
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UNION WITHOUT AGREEMENT. 


& Can two walk together except they 
be agreed ?” is the exclamation of scrip- 
ture. At least we can try to do so, is 
the answer of many whose amiableness 
exceeds their judgment. Sometimes the 
project has been defeated without be- 
ing attempted in practice. Sometimes 
it has been actually attempted, yet has 
failed. It never yet has succeeded. 

In illustration of these remarks, 
Messrs. Editors, I beg leave to present 
you with the following extracts from 
authentic history. The first is from 
Bishop Burnet’s “ History of his own 
Times,” and shows that a well meant 
effort was made to induce the church 
and dissenters to coalesce; but it came 
to nothing; the two parties being in a 
state of excited zeal, and alive to their 
respective opinions, did not even make 
an experiment of the “comprehension” 
which they discussed. ‘The other ex- 
tract is from “ an Historical Sketch of 
the Episcopal Church of Scotland,” in 
a late English publication, and shows 
that the experiment of “ union without 
agreement” between Episcopalians and 
Presbyterians was pretty fully made— 
and very fully defeated. 

“So, after the declaration was set 
out, a commission was granted to twelve 
of aside, with nine assistants to each 
side, who were appointed to meet at the 
Savoy, and to consider on the ways of 
uniting both sides. At their first meet- 
ing, [Archbishop] Sheldon told them 
that those of the church had not desir- 
ed this meeting, as being satisfied with 
the legal establishment, and therefore 
they had nothing to offer; but it belong- 
ed to the other side, who moved for al- 
terations, to offer both their exceptions 
to the laws in being, and the alterations 
that they proposed. He told them they 
were to lay all they had to offer before 
them at once, for they would not en- 

e to treat about any one particular 
till they saw how far their demands 
went; and he said that all was to be 
transacted in writing, though the others 
msisted on an amicable conference, 
which was at first denied, yet some 
hopes were given of allowing it at last. 
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Papers were upon this givenin. The 
Presbyterians moved that Bp. Usher’s 
reduction should be laid down as a 
ground-work to treat on; that bishops 
should not govern their diocese by their 
single authority, nor depute it to lay 
officers in their courts; but should, in 
matters of ordination and jurisdiction, 
take along with them the counsel and 
concurrence of the presbyters. They 
did offer several exceptions to the litur- 
gy, against the many responses by the 
people; and they desired that all might 
be made one continued prayer: they” 
desired that no lessons should be taken 
out of the apocryphal books; that the 
psalms used in the daily service should 
be according to the new translation. 
They excepted to many parts of the 
office of baptism, that import the in- 
ward regeneration of all that were bap- 
tized. But as they proposed these 
amendments, so they did also offer a 
liturgy new drawn by Baxter. They 
insisted mainly against kneeling at the 
sacrament of the Lord’s supper, chiefly 
against the imposing it, and moved that 
the posture might be left free ; and that 
the use of the surplice, of the cross in 
baptism, of godfathers being the spon- 
sors in baptism, and of the holy days, 
might be abolished. [Archbp.] Shel- 
don saw well what the effect would be 
of putting them to make all their de- 
mands at once: the number of them 
raised a mighty outcry against them, as 
people that could never be satisfied; 
but nothing gave so great an advantage 
against them as their offering a new li- 
turgy. In this they were divided among 
themselves; some were for insisting 
only on a few important things, reckon- 

ing that if they were gained, and a uni- 
on followed upon that, it would be ea- 
sier to gain other things afterwards. 

But all this was overthrown by Mr. 

Baxter, who was a man of great piety ; 
and if he had not meddled in too many 
things, would have been esteemed one 
of the learned men of the age: he writ 
near two hundred books; of these, three 
are large folios: he had a very moving 
and pathetical way of writing, and was 
his whole life long a man of great zeal 
and much simplicity; but was most 
unhappily subtle and metaphysical in 
every thing. There was a great eub- 
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mission paid to him by the whole party; 
so he persuaded them, that from the 
words of the commission, they were 
bound to offer every thing that they 
thought might conduce to the good or 
peace of the church, without consider- 
ing what was like to be obtained, or 
what effect their demanding so much 
might have, in irritating the minds of 
those who were then the superior body 
in strength and number. All the whole 
matter was at last reduced to one single 
point—whether it was lawful to deter- 
mine the certain use of things indifier- 
ent in the worship of God? The bishops 
held them to that point, and pressed 
them to show that any of the things 
imposed were of themselves unlawful. 
The Presbyterians declined this; but 
affirmed that other circumstances might 
make it become unlawful to settle a per- 
emptory law about things indifferent, 
which they applied chiefly to kneeling 
in the sacrament; and stood upon it, 
that a law which excluded all that did 
not kneel from the sacrament, was un- 
Jawful, as a limitation in the point of 
communion put on the laws of Christ, 
which ought to be the only condition of 
those who had a right to it. Upon this 
point there was a free conference, that 
lasted some days. The two men that 
had the chief management of the debate 
were the most unfit to heal matters, and 
the fittest to widen them, that could 
have been found out. Baxter was the 
opponent, and Gunning was the respon- 
dent; who was afterwards advanced, 
first to Chichester, and then to Ely. 
He was a man of great reading, and 
noted for a special subtilty of arguing; 
all the arts of sophistry were made use 
of by him on all occasions, in as con- 
fident a manner as if they had been 
sound reasoning: he was a man of an 
innocent life; unweariedly active to 
very little purpose: he was much set on 
the reconciling us with popery in some 
points; and because the charge of ido- 
latry seemed a bar to all thoughts of re- 
conciliation with them, he set himself 
with very great zea! to clear the church 
of Rome of idolatry. This made many 


suspect him as inclining to go over to: 


them; but he was far from it, and was 
a very honest, sincere man, but of no 
sound judgment, and of no pradence in 
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affairs: he was for our conforming in 
all things to the rules of the primitive 
church, particularly in praying for the 
dead, in the use of oil, with many other 
rituals: he formed many in Cambridge 
upon his own notions, who have carried 
them perhaps farther than he intended. 
Raxter and he spent some days in 
much logical arguing, to the diversion 
of the town, who thought here were a 
couple of fencers engaged in disputes, 
that could never be brought to an end, 
nor have any good effect. In conclu- 
sion, this commission being limited to 
such a number of days, came to an end 
before any one thing was agreed on, 
The bishops insisted on the laws that 
were still in force, to which they would 
admit of no exception, unless it was 
proved that the matter of those laws 
was sinful. They charged the Presby- 
terians with having made a schism, 
upon a charge against the church, for 
things which now they themselves 
could not call sinful. They said, there 
was no reason to gratify such a sort of 
men in any thing: one demand granted 
would draw on many more: all autho- 
rity, both in church and state, was 
struck at by the position they had in- 
sisted on—that it was not lawful to im- 
pose things indifferent, since they seem- 
ed to be the only proper matter in which 
human authority could interpose: so 
this furnished an occasion to expose 
them as enemies to all order.” 

‘“‘ The conference broke up without 
doing any good: it did rather hurt, and 
heightened the sharpness that was then 
in people’s minds” &c. 

So much for one effort to produce 
union without agreement. It was after- 
wards tried again in England, and to 
as little purpose. 


My second quotation is from a 
“ Sketch of the Episcopal Church of 
Scotland.” As far as I can see, the 
Episcopalians and Presbyterians con- 
scientiously did their best to compro- 
mise all difficulties, and to tolerate each 
other in their respective peculiarities. 
But the zealous branch of the Presby- 
terians, called Covenanters, who claim- 
ed to be alone consistent in their opin- 
ions and creeds, defeated this pacific 
arrangement, and produced a complete 
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. Separation between the parties ;—and 
this, it will be recollected, long before 
the Scotch Episcopalians fell into poli- 
tical disrepute on account of their ad- 
herence to the Stuart family. 

‘ All the moderate Presbyterians at- 
tended the Episcopal worship in the 
parish churches: and, indeed, at the 
period in question, there was scarcely 
any distinction between the two parties, 
in faith, in religious service, or in dis- 
cipline. 

“ The old confession of faith, drawn 
up by the first reformers, and ratified 
in 1567, had all along been the receiv- 
ed standard of doctrine to both; though 
the Presbyterians had of late introduc- 
ed the Westminster Confession, which 
was in many points different from the 
former, and in some directly contrary 
to its sober tenets. Since the attempt 
to read the new book of service at Edin- 
burgh, no liturgy, or appointed form of 
prayer, had been any where used in 
public worship. Many of the Episco- 
pal clergy, no doubt, are said to have 
compiled torms for the use of their par- 
ticular congregations, with some peti- 
tions. and collects taken out of the Eng- 
lish liturgy ; and all of them uniformly 
concluded their devotion with theLord’s 
Prayer, and their singing with the dox- 
ological; both of which observances the 
zealots of the other side denounced as 
being superstitious and formal. ‘The 
two sacraments were administered by 
both nearly in the same manner, with- 
out kneeling at the one, or signing with 
the sign of the cross at the other: only, 
in baptism, the Episcopal clergy requir- 
ed the Apostles’ Creed as the symbol 
of faith, while the Presbyterians insist- 
ed on the Westminster Confession, and 
some of them, the solemn league and 
covenant, as the standard of the child’s 
religious education. 

With regard, again, to discipline, 
the established church of that day had 
their Kirk Sessions as the Presbyterians 
have at present. They had their pres- 
byteries, too, where some experienced 
minister of the bishop’s nomination act- 
ed as moderator: they had their Dioce- 
san Synods, in which the bishop him- 
self, or a clergyman appointed by him, 
presided ; and they might, on the same 
principle, have had their National Sy- 
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nods, or General Assemblies, had the 
sovereign found it expedient tosummon 
or to permit their convocations. In 
short, except the titles of Archbishop 
or Bishop, we perceive scarcely any 
thing in the Scottish establishment, of 
the period under consideration, at all 
peculiar to an Episcopal Church: and 
in this way, every stumbling-block 
might be thought to have been removed 
to a complete and universal conformity 
among all classes of Christians. Nay, 
the clemency of the king, and the ac- 
commodating spirit of his government, 
proceeded still farther, with the view 
of gaining the malcontents. An act of 
indulgence was passed in favour of the 
Presbyterians, by which their ministers 
were allowed to hold parishes, without 
complying with the establishment, or 
acknowledging the authority of the bi- 
shops, in the very dioceses in which 
they officiated. It was certainly quite 
impossible to carry toleration to any 
greater extent, without sacrificing en- 
tirely the power and dignity of the 
church; and yet so refractory and un- 
reasonable were the old Covenanters, 
in the south and west of Scotland, that 
they instantly disclaimed all connection 
with such of their brethren as accepted 
the indulgence; and even declared war, 
by proclamation, against ‘ Charles 
Stuart,’ as they chose to designate his 
majesty, the duke of York, and all their 
adherents, subjoining this resolution, 
‘ to reward those that are against us as 
they have done unto us, as the Lord 
shall give us opportunity.”” (See 
Quart. Theol. Rev. No. 111.) 

Had there been “ union with agree- 
ment” between the Episcopalians and 
the moderate Presbyterians, the Cove- 
nanters could not have separated them, 
whether they overpowered them or not. 
But, when maiters came to the test, the 
moderate Presbyterians could not but 
be conscious that the Covenanters(their 
violence excepted, and much of that 
was the fault of the age) were more 
consistent than themselves in their prin- 
ciples. In part therefore they joined 
with them against the Episcopalians. 
And, in the end, though they separated 
from the Covenanters, they separated 
as widely and as decisively from the 
Episcopal brethren with whom they 
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had, not many years before, been on 
such kindly terms. 

This is one of the lessons of history. 
What effect it may have on the advo- 
cates for “ union, agreed or not agree- 
ed,” in the present day, I know not. 
For myself, [ am persuaded that the 
true maxim is—be sure of agreement 
before union is attempted : and, as long 
as it cannot be reasonably attempted, 
my farther maxim is—never compro- 
mit either the principles or the interests 
of our denomination by any sort of ad- 
mixture with other denominations. Not 
one of the denominations that surround 
us has a thought of yielding one jot or 
tittle of doctrinal or other distinctive 
peculiarities ; and when our people are 
induced to amalgamate with theirs, they 
always contrive to secure their own in- 
terests: are our interests, in such cases, 
equally secure? 

I suppose J am a bigot, Messrs. Edi- 
tors, for I hear dozens of my readers 
exclaiming that word. Well, let it pass. 
The time was, when Baxter called God 
to witness that he “ abhorred tolera- 
tion,” because he thought that it tended 
to encourage error. For myself, I love 
toleration, because I think that men 
had better speak out their sentiments 
than cherish them in hypocritical se- 
cresy. But the toleration I admire must 
be frank and honourable: as well (al- 
most) would it be to force the opinions 
of others, as to call them bigots for 
firmly maintaining them. 

_ It is said (by writers of no small ta- 
lent for observation) that designing men 
now employ the artifices of law to gain 
what their prototypes in former and 
darker ages took by force. Does the 
analogy hold in that department of so- 
ciety which ought to be free from both 
artifice and force? are the sweet per- 
suasives to union a gentle method of 
effecting that aggrandizement of a sect 
which intolerance would try to effect 
more roughly? or may they not pro- 
duce that result, will they not naturally 
do so, even when those who utter those 
persuasives are unquestionably sincere 
and honourable in their intentions? 
The “ Vicar of Wakefield” affirms ex- 
pressly, that “ unequal combinations 
are always disadvantageous to the 
weaker side.” LEANER. 
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Tue subject of No. IV. is herein re. 
sumed. In the present number it is in. 
tended to give the particular description 
of a confirmation, which my two last 
anticipated; an account of which ig 
derived from an eye witness. The cor. 
respondent question in No. IV. seems 
to have had on his mind much anxious 
care, and at the same time much faith 
as to the issue; trusting in God, and 
feeling the efficacy and unchangeable 
excellence of St. Paul’s remark, “ when 
I am weak, then am [ strong.” It is 
ever thus that the most sanguine wish 
of the Christian is realized, nay, often 
far more than he can desire or deserve 
is experienced: and thus it was on the 
present occasion. It is now, as it was 
in those days when our divine Master 
Christ taught these who lived under the 
blessed influence of gospel light : “ ve- 
rily I say unto you, that many prophets 
and righteous men have desired to see 
those things which ye see and have not 
seen them, and to hear those things 
which ye hear and have not heard 
them.” 

The effect and circumstances are thus 
described :—On the day that had been 
appointed for the confirmation a good- 
ly number of the congregation were 
convened at an early hour. Some of 
my young candidates addressed meon 
the subject before entering the church, 
and I could perceive they were a good 
deal alarmed at the idea of being inter- 
rogated by the Bishop. I encouraged 
them with persuasive language as to 
this matter, and succeeded in moderat- 
ing their fears. Such impressions arise 
very much in country places, in conse- 
quence of the rite not being frequently 
administered, and therefore requiring 
the nature and importance of it to be 
more fully explained to the candidates, 
and from the view obtained from thecit- 
cumstance of “ class meetings” am 
another denomination of Christians. 
had previously given Prayer Books to 
some of the poorer classes, and to all 
there had been given for study and for 
examination the Instructions for Can- 
didates for Confirmation, and the pre- 
paratory questions. The object of these 
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measures, and of the previous lectures 
delivered tothem, was to “ explain and 
entorce the najure of this holy rite, and 
the important truths and duties con- 
cerned with it.” I encouraged them, 
therefore, all to come forward whose 
names were previously registered, and 
by no means to be intimidated by the 
scoffs of the worldly minded, or the 
snares of the adversary. ‘The tempta- 
tions which I conceived to have been 
thrown in the way now being removed, 
they all seemed satisfied, and acquiesc- 
ed in the disposition to take upon them- 
selves “ the solemn vow, promise, and 
profession made in baptism.” I ielt it 
my duty thus to urge the few who seem- 
ed to hesitate, well knowing that the 
Bishop must leave the preparation of 
the candidates, as to their examination, 
much to the discretion and care of the 
parish minister. 

The service commenced at the usual 
hour, and the church was well filled, 
for the novelty of the occasion (not 
very frequent in country churches, and 
never before witnessed here) had in- 
duced a great number from other deno- 
minations to meet and witness the so- 
lemn celebration of this day. The 
routual bonds of Christian charity, as 
also every opportunity of consolidating 
Christians in the faith “ once delivered 
to the saints,” must now, as it always 
has and ever will, be highly appreciat- 
ed, by the true disciples of that Master 
whose doctrines teach to love one ano- 
ther; and on no occasion can this prin- 
ciple of mutual love be stronger, or 
more peculiarly felt, than on that when 
the young members of the church vo- 
Juntarily present themselves at the al- 
tar, and there publicly profess before 
an assembly of Christians, by solemnly 
renewing the baptismal vow, their cor- 
dial and full assent to all the articles of 
the Christian faith, and to its divine 
Author, the Son of God, their Saviour. 
An indelible impression is hereby 
made on the minds of all those who 
will give a due attention to the subject. 
They discover, at once, the importance 
as well as the simple form of this pri- 
Mitive rite. We are introduced, as it 
were by a single glance, back to the 
earliest days of Christianity. No deno- 
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believers, whether in their own church 
or not this rite be admitted, can seriously 
object to the prescribed mode used by 
the Episcopal church of thus introdue- 
ing her members. 

This, I firmly think, would be the 
candid and general, as it appeared on 
this special occasion to be the united, 
impression. The Bishop now was ready 
for the confirmation, and the minister 
of the parish requested the candidates 
to come forward and kneel, as many 
as could, and the rest to stand, round 
as near as possible to the altar. The 
effect was most striking and instantane- 
ous. It seemed as if the whole church, 
simultaneously rising from their seats, 
began to press forward. Excited by 
laudable motives, and awakened to a 
sense of duty, the aged and young, the 
husband and wife, the mother and 
daughter, brothers and sisters, united 
in the bands of Christian fellowship, 
appeared in the Lord’s court, and pre- 
sented themselves at the chancel. The 
aisle was filled. Such was the evident 
eagerness and the interest evinced by 
this little crowded church, that we may 
indeed think this was a time of refresh- 
ing; here was truly an outpouring of 
the spirit, The appearance was me- 
morable and impressive. 

Each candidate, having a Prayer 
Book, is requested to give the requisite 
response, “ 1 do;”’ that is, the unreserv- 
ed profession is hereby made of a belief 
in all the attributes of the Godhead; 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; three 
Persons and one God; a belief of all 
the articles of the Christian faith; a re- 
nunciation of all worldly honours and 
pleasures, pomps and vanities, and a 
resolve, by God’s grace, to keep his 
commandments all the days of my life. 
“Ido” resolve—to love and honour 
him, to pray to him and praise him daily 
in private ; devoutly and conscientiously 
to attend public worship; to seek as 
soon as possible for becoming qualified 
worthily to approach his table; to sub- 
mit to his blessed will meekly and pa- 
tiently in all things, and to set him ever 
before my eyes; among my fellow crea- 
tures to speak truth, do justly, and love 
mercy; and, “ whenever I fail in any 
of these duties, as I am sensible I have, 
and must fear I shall, to confess it be- 


ay 


~s 








170 


fore God with unfeigned concern, to 
apply for his promised pardon in the 
name of his blessed Son, to beg the 
promised assistance of the Holy Spirit, 
and in his strength, not my own, to 
strive against my faults, and watch over 
my steps with redoubled care.” By so 
doing there is a belief that the rite is 
worthily received, and there is no doubt 
of the fulfilment of the encouraging de- 
elaration of our Lord—* whosoever 
shall confess me before men, him will 
I also confess before my Father which 
is in heaven.” There is an implied 
promise to the worthy receiver in the 
name and by the authority of the Al. 
mighty God; our vows of repentance, 
faith, and obedience, made in baptism, 
are voluntarily and solemnly renewed; 
and the promises of mercy, which are 
held out to us in our baptism, are seal- 
ed, ratified, and confirmed. 

Then followed the prayer for the re- 
newing and sanctifying influences of the 
Holy Ghost, and forgiveness of all their 
sins, and for the daily renewal of the 
manifold gifts of grace, wisdom, and 
understanding; after which the Bishop 
laid his hands on each one severally, 
saying—“ Defend, O Lord, this thy 
servant,” exposed to the temptations 
and sorrows of a wicked and miserable 
world, with that “ heavenly grace,” 
which is the only souree of strength and 
consolation—* that,” now adopted into 
thy family, made thy child and heir, 
“ he may continue thine for ever, and 
daily inerease in thy Hoty Spirit ;” ‘in 
all those virtues which thy Holy Spirit 
quickens im the soul,’ more and more, 
until,adorned with every grace, and rich 
in every good work, “he may come 
into thy everlasting kingdom, there to 
receive from thy unmerited goodness 

. the reward of his faith and patience, 
the end of his calling, even the glories 
of thy presence, reigning with thee, 
world without end,” 

There can be no ceremony more so- 
Jemn. ‘The administration of confirm- 
ation is derived from the primitive us- 
age “ of laying on,of hands.” It isa 


rite simple and expressive, and has ever 
been esteemed by our church and alt 
others that acknowledge the supremacy 
of bishops. It is still retained by some 
calvinistic churches on the continent of 
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Europe, and ever has been practised by 
that most highly respectable body of 
Christians, the Evangelical Lutheran 
church. 

Let us then unite in our praises to 
the adorable and all glorious Finisher 
of our faith, that he has continued to 
preserve together the true members of 
his body the church. ‘Thanks be to 
him that the church of Christ will not 
be left without a witness. And, O that 
God might impart not only to those 
who that day received confirmation, 
but also to all others who may hereafter 
examine for themselves the nature, ori- 
gin, and importance of this apostolic 
rite, a thorough knowledge of their own 
state by nature, and of these fundamen- 
tal principles, namely, baptism and the 
“laying on of hands;” and enable them 
by his grace to go on to the perfection 
of the Christian faith, the fulness of 
Christian obedience, and the consum- 
mation of Christian hope. 

Q. E.D. 


For the Christian Journal. 


An Olyection to the “ Paraphrases” 
answered. 


Messrs. Eptrors, 

I have seen in a Jate number of the 
‘¢ Episcopal Register,” a magazine pub- 
lished in Vermont, (the article is signed 
“ A C—n”) an objection to the “ Pas 
raphrases,” published last fall with the 
hope of having some of them adopted 
for worship. The objection (if I 
rightly remember) is, that they are not 
exciting eneugh, or warm enough, or 
something to the same effect. On find- 
ing such an objection started, I looked 
to see whether the article contained an 
answer to the argument given in the 
preface to the Paraphrases, and found 
that it did not. That argument was— 
that the apostle Paul advised us to 
“ teach” and “ admonish” one another 
in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual 
songs.” I think the paraphrases meet 
this apostolical intention (teaching and 
admonishing ) quite as well, perhaps 
better than any of our present hymns. 
No human argument can deprive them 
of this character, required by inspira- 
tion. Many of them are also of quite#s 
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elevated a cast as any piety of genuine 
fervour should wish for. 

To those who undervalue the “‘teach- 
ing and admonishing” of musical wor- 
‘ ship, I would propose this question— 
where is there, in the New Testament, 
as clear and positive an injunction for 
using psalms, hymns, &c. for produc- 
ing, or aiding, or expressing excitement 
of feeling, even with a view to the di- 
rect praise of God, as there is (in Col. 
iii. 16.) for using them for didactic and 
hortatory purposes, which are acts of 
indirect praise? I know that the com- 
mon opinion is against me; but [ deny 
that the common opinion is right—the 
New Testament being the judge. 

Yours, &c. 
AnoTHER C—n. 
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Dr. Franklin’s Sentiments respecting 
Public Worship. 


So little is upon record with respect 
to the sentiments of our distinguished 
philosopher and statesman, Dr. Frank- 
lin, on the subject of religion, that every 
fragment becomes highly interesting. 
Under this impression, I transcribe for 
the Repertory, the following passage 
from a letter addressed by him to his 
daughter, Mrs. Richard Bache, dated 
Reedy Island, November 8th, 1764. 
This letter, with two others, are con- 
tained in the ‘ London Monthly Maga- 
zine and Review’ for August, 1825. 

NosTREBOR. 


* Go constantly to church, whoever 
preaches. The act of devotion in the 
Common Prayer Book is your principal 
business there, and, if properly attended 
to, will do more towards amending the 
heart than sermons generaily can do. 
For they were composed by mer of 
much greater piety and wisdom thaz our 
common composers of sermons can 
pretend to be, and therefore I wish that 
you would never miss the prayer days: 
yet I do not mean that you should de- 
Spise sermons, even of the preachers 
you dislikes for the discourse is often 
much better than the man, as sweet and 
clear waters come through very dirty 
earth. I am the more particular on 


this head, as you seemed to express, a 
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little before I came away, some inclina- 
tion to leave our church, which I would 
not have you do.” 


nee ele 





THE ARTS OF POPERY. 
(From the Church Register.) 


Twenty-Four thousand dollars are 
said to have been remitted to this coun- 
try by the spiritual prince of Rome 
during the last year, for aiding the pro- 
gress, in our country, of the system of 
religion, in whose temple he sits as the 
substitute of God. The Roman Catho- 
lic Bishop of Charleston, in learning, 
character, and efficiency, the virtual 
head of Catholicism, (we borrow the 
term from Mr. White,) in this country, 
lately, in the capitol of our nation, and 
before its assembled law-givers, openly 
uttered its dogmas, and laboured to 
shake, and to destroy our confidence 
in the basis of our religion, the Bible, 
as containing all things necessary to 
salvation. For years past have books 
and tracts, of sizes small enough to at- 
tract the humblest description of rea- 
ders, and containing dibels without 
number, upon the holy fathers of the 
Reformation, been working their way 
into such hands as would receivethem. 
Protestants have been urged and in- 
duced under pretence of superabund- 
ant advantages, to place their children 
in seminaries where none but Roman 
Catholics were allewed te teach, or 
have influence, where any comfert fur- 
nished by Protestant beoks of religion 
was disallewed, and discreditable prac- 
tices for seducing the yeuthful and art- 
less mind have been cesorted to. Ef- 
forts have been steadily, actively, un- 
ceasingly, but yet noiselessly, made to 
altract converts, especially among the 
young and inexperienced, to a church, 
which fearlessly proclaims jn its estab- 
lished creed, that out of it there is no 
salvation! A case is this moment be- 
fore us, where an artless and suscepti- 
ble girl at a Roman Catholic boarding 
school was marked by an untiring spi- 
rit among Ks priesthood for a prose- 
iyte. Ile had barely commenced his 
plans, when a considerable tract of 
country was placed between him and 
the object of his hopes. fle pursued 
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his intention by letter, never lost sight 

of his object, and finally succeeded in 

leading her to abandon father and mo- 

ther, and friends, to shut herself up in 

seclusion, not in strict truth from the 

world, for the world is every where, 

but from the society in which God had 

placed her, from the charities of life, 
from the sphere of benevolence, from 

the duties which she owed to all 

around her, in almost utter uselessness, 
to the perversion of facultiés, and the 
waste of spirits, occasioned by the mind 
recoiling upon itself, to utter, in almost 
changeless succession, words not un- 
derstood, but supposed to be connect- 
ed with piety, and to indulge the “ vain 
imagination,” that God is best served, 
by shunning the creatures of his hand, 

our fellow-men. We are not so weak, 
so ignorant, or so wicked, as to insinu- 
ate that real piety and active benevo- 
lence are not to be found among Ro- 
man Catholics; let what is here said be 
limited to the cases and points to which 
jt is applied. What justification, if in- 
deed it will be at all sought, will be 
pleaded for the re-publication, in the 
city in which we are now writing, of 
the vituperations, the foul, unmitigated 
calumnies, and the very literal false- 
hoods of * a History of the Protestant 
Reformation by William Cobbett!” 
—a man, who, himself the enemy of 
Christianity, had even sought to ren- 
der an apotheosis to the bones and 
memory of Thomas Paine! It is with 
feelings of shame for our religion, and 
for our country, that we say, that this 
scandalous book, by a shameless au- 
thor, is actually permitted to be sold 
within the very enclosures of churches, 
claiming to be Christian— we have even 
seen its title placarded at the windows 
of the sexton’s dwelling, under the 
very eves of a eatbedral in which an 
Archbishop ministers! We are re- 
luctant to stain our pages with a single 
quotation from this defamatory and ir- 
religious book, but when we are com- 
pelled to become accusers, we wish that 
our readers should be satisfied that our 
accusations are well founded, Jn his 
first letter Cobbett says, that 


** The Reformation, as it is called, was 
engendered in beastly lust, brought forth 
in hypocrisy and perfidy, and cherished and 
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fed by plunder, devastation, and by rivers 
of innocent English and Irish blood; and 
that as to its more remote consequences, 
they are, some of them, now before us, in 
that misery, that beggary, that nakedness, — 
that hunger, that everlasting wrangling 
and spite, which uow stare us in the face, 
and stun our ears at every turn, and which 
the, Reformation has given us, in exchange 
for the ease, and happiness, and harmony, 
and Christian charity, enjoyed so abun- 
dantly, and for so many ages, by our Catho- 
lic forefathers.” 


In his second letter, he speaks of 
Archbishop Cranmer thus: 

“ Thomas Cranmer is a name which de- 
serves to be held in everlasting execration ; 
a name which we could not pronounce 
without almost doubting the justice of 
God, were it not for our knowledge of the 
fact, that the cold-blooded, most perfidi- 
ous, most impious, most blasphemous cai- 
tiff, expired, at last, amidst those flames 
which he himself had been the chief cause 
of kindling.” 

He says, 

“Perhaps, the world has never, in any 
age, seen a nest of such atrocious mis- 
creants as Luther, Zuinglius, Calvin, Beza, 
and the rest of the distinguished reformers 
of the Catholic religion. Every one of 
them was notorious for the most scandal- 
ous vices, even according to the full con- 
fession of his own followers. They agreed 
in nothing but in the doctrine, that good 
works were useless; and their lives prov- 
ed the sincerity of their teaching, for there 
was not a manof them whose acts did not 
merit a halter.” 


We have quoted enough: the whole 
history agrees in character with this. 
Falsehood and vituperation run through 
every page, and almost every sentence. 
One paragraph the American editor 
has ventured to strike from its pages, 
because, as he says, “ containing a bare- 
faced Jibei on the state of Pennsylva- 
nia.” ‘The terms he has chosen, aptly 
characterize the whole work; not only 
in what he says in it of Pennsylvania, 
but throughout, in all its parts, it is.a 
barefaced Jibel. 

It may seem however, to some, that 
we are wasting words, for to them the 
character of this writer is known, and 
they would bestow no notice upon him 
or his writings. It is not so with all. 
This history has been republished and 
diligently cireulated for the purpose of 
bringing contempt on the Protestant 
religion, by men claiming character in 
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society. Notonly is it by such means 
finding its way, and perhaps effecting 
its work in our community, but it has 
been in this city translated into the 
Spanish language, for the avowed pur- 
pose of distribution in South America; 
that it may there check, and wither, 
and destroy the new born, and growing 
respect, in that vast region, for the civil 
and religious doctrines of the Protes- 
tant nations of theearth. The serpent 
gliding across our path, produces in us 
no other feeling than contempt; there 
are in him no traits, to excite our fear, 
or our admiration; and yet he may 
twine around our feet, entangle them in 
our walks, and infuse, even into our 
heels, the poison, which shall at length 
spread through the system, and para- 
lyze, if not destroy, all its powers. 


The Fate of Conquerors. 


Stxce the reign of Augustus, the 
world has seldom been so free from 
war and bloodshed as at the present 
moment. ‘The Turks and Greeks, in 
a small spot on the confines of Europe 
and Asia, are carrying on a petty war- 
fare; but excepting in that quarter, 
Europe may be said to enjoy the most 
profound repose. All the great states, 
that in their turn have contended for the 
mastery, are at peace with one another, 
and most of them are free from internal 
broils. Asia, Africa, and America, 
with the exception of a few occasional 
skirmishes, seem to follow the example 
of Europe, which, indeed, for ages, has 
not only been the great theatre of war, 
but the original cause of most of those 
commotions that have devastated the 
world. At the present day, when the 
blessings of peace are so justly appre- 
ciated, one is astonished at the madness 
of the people in following ambitious 
leaders to war and death, and disposed 
to ask, what benefit these leaders them- 
selves derive from the miseries of which 
their insatiable ambition was so fre- 
quently the cause. History, “ the great 
mistress of wisdom,” points out two re- 
markable circumstances in their fate, 
which cannot fail to strike the most 
careless observer. Of all the mighty 
conquerors that have been praised by 
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poets, admired by their followers, and 
adored for a moment by their country- 
men—that have made babes fatherless, 
wives widows, and carried ruin and de- 
vastation in their train—how few have 
fallen in battle, ‘and yet how few have 
come to their timely end! Perhaps not 
one in ten has died a natural death. 
They made themselves conspicuous for 
a time—they marked the age in which 
they lived; but they seemed to rise 
above the stréam of time rather as bea- 
cons to deter, than as guides to be fol- 
lowed. Poison, assassination, or dis- 
appointed ambition, commonly put an 
end to their dazzling career. Witness 
the fate of those who, in ancient times, 
were surnamed the Great, and deemed 
the first warriors of their age. Cyrus 
the Great, after conquering Media, 
Lybia, and Assyria, had his head cut 
off by a woman, who threw it intoa 
vessel filled with blood, and addréssed 
it in these words: “ Go, quench there 
that thirst for blood which seemed insa- 
tiable.” Miltiades, who commanded 
the Athenians at Marathon, and was 
reckoned the most celebrated general 
of his age, was accused of treason by 
theAthenians, and condemned to death. 
The sentence was commuted for a fine, 
which he was unable to pay, and he 
died in prison. Pausanias, who con- 
quered at Platea, and slew about three 
hundred thousand Persians, was starv- 
ed to death in the temple of Minerva, 
whither he had fled to save himself 
from the fury of his countrymen, The- 
mistocles, who was called the most war- 
like and courageous of all the Greeks, 
who destroyed the formidable fleet of 
Xerxes at Salamis,who slow and drown- 
ed countless thousands of Persians, was 
banished by the capricious Athenians, 
delivered himself, like Napoleon the 
Great, into the hands of his former 
enemies, and died (by poison according 
to some) in exile. 

Epaminondas, the Theban, by his 
extraordinary talents raised himself to 
the first rank in the state, defeated the 
Lacedemonians at the famous battle of 
Leuctra, was afterwards accused as a 
traitor, and about to be condemned to 
death, when his countrymen pardoned 
him on account of his former services, 
and placed him at the head of anarmy, 
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where he was slain, in the forty-eighth 
year of his age. 

Philip of Macedon, who, by his in- 
trigues and arms, conquered all the 
neighbouring states, and finally destroy- 
ed the independence of Greece at the 
battle of Chzronea, was assassinated 
at the age of forty-seven, when on the 
point of leading his victorious armies 
against the barbarians of the east. His 
son, Alexahder the Great, who con- 
quered Asia Minor, Egypt, Media, Sy- 
ria, Persia, and deemed tle world too 
small for his conquests, was premature- 
ly cut off in the thirty-second year of 
his age, supposed to have been poison- 
ed at the instigation of his favourite 
general, Antipater.—Pyrrhus, the Epi- 
rot, declared by Hannibal the greatest 
of captains, fell by the hand of a wo- 
man. Hannibal himself, the prince of 
generals, after conquering Spain, and 
retaining possession of Italy tor sixteen 
years against all the power of the Ro- 
mans, was defeated by Scipio at Zama, 
fled to Syria, thence to Bithynia, where 
he poisoned himself to elude the swords 
of his enemies. Scipio, his conqueror, 
as famous for his virtues as a citizen as 
for his military qualities, was accused of 
extortion, and was obliged to flee from 
Rome. He died in exile at Liternum, 
in the forty-eighth year of his age, and 
left, as his dying request, that his bones 
might not be laid with those of his un- 
grateful countrymen. 

Mithridates, king of Pontus, who by 
his skill and bravery opposed the Ro- 
man power for thirty years, and was 
declared by his enemies a more power- 
ful, indefatigable adversary than the 
great Hannibal, Pyrrhus, Perseus, or 
Antiochus, was doomed to death by his 
unnatural son, attempted to poison him- 
self, and not succeeding, fell upon his 
sword. (Antiochus was murdered by 
his followers in the temple of Belus, at 
Susiana; Perseus was carried captive 
to Rome, and died in prison.) Scipio 
the younger, who went over the ruins 
of Carthage, of which he had been the 
unwilling cause, was, after the most 
astonishing victories, on the point of 
being made dictator, when he was 
found dead in his bed, murdered at the 
instigation of his wife and the trium- 
virs, Carbo, Gracchus, and Flaccus. 
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Cinna was assassinated by one of his 
own officers. Marius and Sylla, the 
most cruel of Roman generals, died in 
their beds; but their death was hasten. 
ed by excessive drinking, in which they 
indulged to blunt the stings of a guilty 
conscience. For a time the triumvirs, 
Cesar, Pompey, and Crassus, govern. 
ed the world. Crassus was treacher- 
ously put to death by Surena. 

Pompey the Great, the friend of Ca- 
to, who conquered Mithridates, was de. 
feated by Cesar in the plains of Phar- 
salia, and assassinated by command of 
Ptolemy, whom he had protected and 
placed on the throne. The fate of Ces 
By his as- 
tonishing abilities he raised himself to 
the first rank as a general and an ora- 
tor. After defeating all his enemies, he 
triumphed in one day over five different 
nations, Gaul, Alexandria, Pontus, 
Africa, and Spain; he conquered three 
hundred nations, took eight hundred 
cities, slew a million of men, was cre- 
ated perpetual dictator, and became 
master of the world. He generously for- 
gave his bitterest enemies, and was as- 
sassinated by his most intimate friends, 
in the fifty-sixth year of his age. Cicero 
was beheaded near Gaeta, and Cato 
stabbed himself in Utica. Brutus, Cas- 
sius, and Anthony fell on their swords, 
Of the twelve Cesars, the successive 
masters of the world, nine suffered a 
violent death. 

O curas hominum! O qua:tum est in rebus 
Inane. 

Similar instances might be produced 
in modern times, to show how fortune 
sports with the destiny of mightiest 
men; but it will be sufficient to close 
this moral catalogue with the tragical 
end of two cotemporaries, the greatest 
commanders, on their respective ele- 
ments, that the world ever saw  Nel- 
son, by his undaunted courage, his skill 
and perseverance, raised himself far 
above all his compeers, defeated every 
fleet that opposed him, and when at the 
summit of fame, and the last shot was 
fired at the enemy, died at a premature 
age, of a wound which he had received 
in battle. Buonaparte, the hero of the 
age, commanded the most effective arid 
powerful armies that ever went forth in 
battle, who made and unmade kings at 
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his pleasure, was defeated at Waterloo, 
banished for ever from his native coun- 
try, and died of a broken heart, on the 
bare rocky island_of St. Helena. Old 
Diogenes, in his tub, with a little sun- 
shine, amuses himself with the foibles 
and frailties of the surrounding multi- 
tude, and quietly slipping into his grave 
at the patriarchal age of ninety-six, had 
some reason to treat with contempt the 
vanity of the demigod Alexander.— 
English paper. 


—_ 
For the Christian Journal. 
Improvement of the Metre-Psalms. 


In a communication in the last num- 
ber of the Journal, the present writer 
ventured to suggest some amendments 
of the metre-psalms, grounded chiefly 
on the “ mistranslations” found in our 
present version. He would now re+ 
spectfully offer some farther improve- 
ments, not so essential, yet not, he 
trusts, without their use. There is a 
species of imperfection different from 
the above in several of our metre- 
psalms—they are not serviceable— 
they are (probably) never used— 
though the respective versions are not 
very obviously unfaithful. It would 
require considerable critical acumen to 
show the precise fault, which, without 
any actual perversion, has taken from 
the metre almost every trait which ren- 
ders the prose venerable and edifying; 
yet such is the fact in several cases. 
In several other cases, no special fault 
can be designated—yet the psalm is 
unserviceable.—Perhaps one frequent 
source of the difficulty is, that the metre- 
psalm precludes the secondary mean- 
ing, which the prose-psalm allows. 

It is hoped that it will not be deem- 
ed an intrusion to offer to the commit- 
tee other versions (either altered or 
new) of some of these psalms.—The 
metres are marked according to the 
plan lately proposed in this Journal. 


Psatm XX. 


Ta our present version, this psalm is 
an invocation in behalf of a king going 
out towar. As the name of “ Jacob’s 
God” is invoked, and as strength is to 
come from Zion, the war ought evi- 
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dently to be that of a Christian king 
against pagans or infidels, and in the 
cause of the church. This is so un- 
usual an event, that the following ver- 
sion, though not so literal, may be 
more serviceable. The allusions are 


generalized, but not paraphrased.— 
lts mark is—S. M. 


1 May Jacob’s God defend 
Aud hear us in distress ; 
Our suecour from his temple send, 
Our cause from Zion bless! 


2 May he accept our vow, 
Our sacrifice receive, 
Our hearts’ devout request allow, 
Our holy wishes give! 
3 O Lord! thy saving grace 
We joyfully declare ; 
This banner in thy name we raise— 
* The Lord fulfil our prayer!” 
4 Now know we that the Lord 
His chosen will defend, 
From heav’n will strength divine afford, 
And will their prayer attend. 


5 Some earthly suecour trust, 
Kut we in God’s right hand: 
Lo! while they fall, so vain their boast, 
We rise, m | upright stand. 
6 Still save us, Lord! and still 
Thy servants deign to bless; 
Hear, King of heav’n, in times of ill, 
The prayers that we address. 


Psaum XXIX. 


Our present version is not inaccu- 
rate, but far from elegant. Is it ever 
sung in our churches? If not, will the 
following be more useful >—The mark 
is—VII. M. 


1 Bring, ye mighty, to the Lord, 
Bring your sacrifice and vows; 
Homage to his name accord, 
Praise him in his glorious house. 


2 God commands the lofty cloud, 
Speaks in thunder’s angry noise, 
Overrules the ocean loud— 
Glorious is his mighty voice. 


3 Mark! his voice the eedar rends, 
Bids the rooted mountains quake ; 
Lightning’s vivid flame attends; 
Regions far and distant shake. 
4 At his voice the teeming does, 
To their coverts hast’ning ficct, 
Travail with untimely throes, 
Trembling in their dark retreat. 


5 Man! behold thy wondrous God, 
Mighty, awful, Lord supreme: 
Bring thy praise to his abode, 
In his temple tell his fame. 
6 Far above the floods he reigns, 
His dominion ne’er shall cease ; 
He his people’s strength maintains, 
He his dock will bless with peace, 
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Psatm LX. 


The metre version in the Prayer 
Book is any thing but serviceable. The 
following, at worst, cannot be less so. 
The allusions to the foes of Israel are 


condensed and generalized.—Its mark 
is VII. M. 


i Lord! wilt thou thy flock reject, 
And thy saints no more protect ? 
Turn again, O God of grace, 

Turn, and sll our woes redress. 

2 Thou the trembling land dost move ; 
Heal its sorrows now in love : 

Long beneath thy hand we bow, 
Long we drink the cup of woe. 


3 Kinder tokens now appear, 
Trath prevails, prevails thy fear; 
God to his belov'd is nigh, 

To his saving hand we fly: 

4 God in holiness hath spoke— 
Every foe shall bear my yoke; 
Judah shall my sceptre wield, 
All his enemies shall yield, 


5 But, alas, we feel out shame, 
Who shall lead us? we exclaim, 
Are we not oast off by thee? 
Who will guide or set us free? 

6 O be thou our help in grief, 

Vain the trust in nian’s relief! 
Lord, in thee we will o’ercome, 
Thou shalt bring our foe his doom. 


Psaum LXI. 


Our present version of this psalm is 
not inaccurate; yet the allusions to a 
monarch are needlessly amplified ; and 
it probably is not used. The first four 
or five verses in the metre might per- 
haps be applied to the suffering and 
exalted Saviour; but the prose seems 
to forbid this, in the petition, “lead me 
to (or, set me up upon) the Rock that 
is higherthan I :” if this * Rock” mean 
ultimately Christ, the petitioner cannot 
be the same individual. ‘The psalm 
therefure may be considered as applied 
by David to himself only.—General 
allusions to the circumstances of Da- 
vid may often be made by Christians, 
with a tacitly extended allusion to their 
own case ; and this is the way in which 
many of the psalms are edifying. But 
the description in the verses marked 
5, 6,7, is applicable only to a monarch 
as such ; whereas, in the prose, though 
the word “ king” occurs, nothing more 
is predicated of him, or asked for him, 
than will apply to any good person.— 
The following, it is hoped, will give 
the general meaning of the psalm suf- 
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No. 6. 
ficiently well, and be far more service- 
able-—The mark is VII. M. 


1 Hear my ery, O gracious Gud, 
Listen to my earnest prayer! 
Far, O far from thy abode, 
Lord, | faint <b heavy care. 
2 Thou, who oft my foe didst quel, 
Lead me to my Rock divine; 
In thy temple I will dwell, 
Sate beneath thy wings benign. 
$ Thou, O Lord, hast heard my vow, 
‘Thou my heritage wilt be; 
Life prolong’d thou wilt allow, 
Lite through all etermty. 


4 Guide in truth and love my ways 
With thee to continue still: 
I wiil ever sing thy praise, 
Aud exch day my vows fulfil. 


Psatm LXX. 


The present writer has never heard 
this psalm, or any portion of it, sung in 
worship. As applicable to the Messiah, 
or to his body the church, the same 
words occur in the conclusion of Ps. 
40; and they can be sung from that 
psalm if it be desired. May then an- 
other version be admitted here, where 
the language is applied by David to 
himself, while persecuted by Absalom? 
That individual being his chief enemy 
will justify the use of the singular num- 
ber in speaking of his “ adversary.”— 
The mark is—C. P. M. 


1 O Lord! to my relief draw near, 
My soul deliver from its fear, 
O help me, Lord! make haste ; 
The adversary seeks my soul, 
Do thou that enemy control, 
Confound him at the last. 
2 Whoe’er the righteous man would shame, 
Deride bis wust, or mock thy Nume, 
Shall find his due reward ; 
While those who wait on thee rejoice, 
And, sav’d by thee, exalt their voice 
Be praises to the Lord! 
3 Behold thy servant, Lord, in woe, 
Disheorten’d, weary, bending low ; 
Haste, Lord, thy pow’r cisplay ; 
Thou art my reseue, thou alone ; 
Be thou my strong Redeemer shown ; 
O Lord, make no delay! 


Psatm LXXVI. 


Another instance is here found of a 
version far from unfaithful, yet as far 
from being serviceable. In the follow- 
ing attempt, the generalizing and con- 
densing method has been again pur- 
sued. It is from the Collection of Pa- 
raphrases lately published ; one altera- 
tion being made in the first stanza, and 
one in the last, to reclaim it from the 
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hrastic state to that nearly of a 
version —The mark is—V. M. 


1 The name of our God 

In Israel is known; 

His mansion belov’d 
Is Zion alone: 

There broke he the arrows 
The enemy burld, 

And honour’d his mountain 
Above all the world. 


2 At thy dread rebuke, 
O God of the just, 
The enemy proud 
Has fall’n to the dust: 
And thou shalt be feared, 
Deliv’rer of might ; 
For when thou art angry 
None stand in thy sight. 
$ The sentence was heard, 
© God, from thy throne, 
Of wrath on thy foes, 
Till all be o’erthrown: 
And when, for this vengeance, 
And Israel to aid, 
Thou camest in judgment, 
Earth trembled, afraid. 


4 The pride of thy foes 
Is turn’d to thy praise; 
Their fierceness o’errul’d 
Thy providence sways: 
Their sin overflowing 
Thy pow’r will restrain ; 
Thy arm on the wicked 
ew glory will gain. 
5 Ye nations, to God 
Vow homage sincere; 
Devote to him gifts, 
Love, worship, and fear ! 
Before him, ye mighty, 
Your spirits repress! 
Ye high, and ye humble, 
His wonders confess! 


The reader who takes an interest in 
church-music, will perceive in the above 


the metre adapted to the fine tune call- 
ed St. Michael’s. 


Psatm CL 


There can be no doubt that this 
— was a profession of the course 

avid meant to pursue as a monarch : 
hence, in England it is used at the in- 
auguration of the king. The version 
therefore is faithful, though its allusions 
to royalty are amplified. But it cannot 
be used in this country in its present 
state.—Will the following amendment, 
in part not so close to the original, yet 
in pe more so, render it more service- 
able ?—The mark is—L. M. 

1 Of mercy’s never-faili i 

And wo A en | T will cing; 

And, since they both to thee belong, 

To thee, O Lord, address my song. 
Vou, X. 
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2 Descend, O Lord, with me reside,-— 
Wise discipline my course shall guide; 
With blameless life myself I’! make 
A pattern for my house to take. 

3 No ill design will I pursue, 

Nor those companions make that do; 
The froward shall from me depart, 
The wicked ne’er shall gain my heart. 


4 The envious tongue of calumny 
Its slanders whisp’ring secretly, 
The heart of pride, the haughty look, 
Pil join to punish and rebuke. 


5 But on the faithful of the land 
My eye shall be, my helping hand; 
And those shall serve me all ny days 
Who walk in virtue’s sacred ways. 


6 Liars nor hypocrites shall come 
Within my , and find a home :— 
And, O! may none defil’d remain 
God’s holy city to profane! 


Psatm CVIII. 


No correction is required in the first 
six verses. But the remainder, parti- 
cularly the allusions to the enemies of 
the church, may advantageously be 
modified on the same principle as in 
Ps. 60, of part of which it is a repeti- 
tion. —The mark is—C. M, 

7 Th’ emnipotent and faithful God 
Tn holiness hath 


My chosen people 1 prevail, 
Their foes shall bear the yoke. 


8 But we, distrustful still, exclaim, 
Ah! who shall lead us on? 
Lord! are we not cast off by thee, 
Is not thy succour gone? 
9 O, to thy servants in distress 
Thy help, thy rescue, send; 
For vain it is on human aid 
For safety to depend. 


10 Then ours shall be the victory, 

If thou thy pow’r disclose; 

For God it is, and God alone, 

Who treads down all our foes. 
Perhaps it would be a farther improve- 
ment to divide the psalm—the former 
portion to be marked as Part I—and 
these four verses as Part II. 


Psaum CXIV. 


If the reader will compare the metre 
and the he will see a remarkable 
exemplification of the tact required im 
the use of very simple metaphors. In 
the airy Soy figure as he ore 
skipped like rams,” &&c. is altogether 
dignified. In the metre, it becomes 
altogether the reverse—in consequence 
of adding particulars to the general 
terms of the simile.—The following, 
it is hoped, is more in the spirit of the 
original—much ef the first two verses, 
23 
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and of the last, being retained.—The 2 Ah! woe is me, to dwell so long 


mark is—L. M. 
1 When Israel, by th’ Almighty led, 
Enrich’d with their oppressors’ spoil, 
From Egypt march’d, and Jacob’s seed 
From bondage in a foreign soil; 
2 Jehovah, for his residence, 
Chose out imperial Judah’s tent, 
His sanctuary ; and trom thenee 
Through Israel's camp his mandates sent. 
83 The sea with terror saw, and fled, 
And Jordan’s stream was driven back ; 
The mountains trembled in their bed, 
While lesser hills with awe did shake :-— 
4 Why didst thou shrink away, thou sea? 
Why, Jordan, did thy stream retire? 
Ye mountains, whence your agony? 
Ye hills, whence these convulsions dire ? 
5 Tremble, thou earth, with conscious fear, 
When comes Jehovah from on high ! 
Tis Jacob’s awful God draws near, 
Tremble, thou earth; thou deep, be dry! 
6 Confess the God, who n: tuve’s law 
Confirms and cancels at his will; 
Who springs from flinty rocks can draw, 
And thirsty vales with water fill. 
The Scots’ version has been examined, 
and is thought no happier than ours, in 
versifying the metaphor of the * moun- 
tains skipping like rams,” &c.: that of 
Sternhold and Hopkins is much better. 
It appears best to the present writer to 
versify the passage as above—inas- 
much as that metaphor loses its dignity 
by the amplification or modification 
needful for its change from prose to 
Metre. 


Psaum CXX. 


Tn our metrical version of this psalm, 
the expressions of enmity are heighten- 
ed, and exceed the letter, though not 
perhaps the full meaning, of the prose. 
In its present state, it probably is never 
sung. For this reason the following is 
offered.—The names of Mesech and 
Kedar are omitted; as commentators 
allow that neither David in his wan- 
derings, nor the Israelites on their re- 
turn from Babylon,were actuall, among 
those people ; but that the allusion is 
to foes as wicked and bloody as those 
heathen tribes. In the main, the full 
sense of the psalm is here preserved, 
while the version will, it is Ebeed, be 
found better adapted to general use.— 
The mark is—L. P. M. 


1 Di to God 1 made my prayer, 
Ant pred he deign’d to hear— ; 
“ slander’s pow’r my soul reelaim:”” 


Deceitful tongue! O wha reward 
Shail reach thee from the mighty Lord? 
His piercing darts, his burning flame. 


Amid the irreligious throng, 
Alas, ’mid enemies of peace! 
Long seeking peace in vain, I mourn 
My weary soul must still sojourn 
Vhere strife and discord never cease. 

Should there be a question as to the 
accent on the last syllable of the word 
* sojourn,” it will be seen, by a refer- 
ence to Walker’s Dictionary, that se- 
veral good writers allow it : it certainly 
is no great stretch of the poetic license. 


Psarm CXLIX. 


The first two stanzas are very good. 
The third stanza paraphrases the ex- 
pression. let the saints “ rejoice (sing 
aloud) upon their beds,” making it an 
ascription of praise to God for “ shield- 
ing their beds with safety :” the real 
altusion is doubtless to what is else- 
where called “ songs in the night.” 
(Job xxxv. 10. Ps. xlit. 8,and Ixxvii. 6.) 
Besides this, there is one line in that 
stanza totally false in rhythm— 

Whilst a two-edged sword. 


May not also, while alterations are 
made in these respects, the allusions 
to the destruction of the heathen be 
generalized and condensed? The two 
following stanzas are proposed in place 
of the last three in our version —The 
mark is—V. M. 
With glery adorn’d, 
His people shall sing 
With joy and glad notes, 
Yea, even by night: 
High hymning the praises 
f God their great King, 
His foes they shall vanquish 
In his boundless might. 


The righteous with zeal 
God’s foes shall destroy; 
His word has pronoune’d 
Their sentenceiof shame : 
Such honourand triumph 
His sats shall enjoy ; 
O therefore for ever 
Exalt his great name. 
It is pastieularly desirable to have ail 
the stanzas of this psalm serviceable, 
as the tune commonly used (St. Mi- 
chael’s) is a noble one, and we have 
not, at present, another psalm of the 
same metre. 


After proposing so many alterations 
of our metre-psalms as are contained | 
in the former and the present numbers, 
it may not be improper that the writer 
guard against the opinion that he holds 
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in light esteem the entire body of the 
version. He can truly say, that, the 
more his attention has been devoted to 
the subject, the more has he been con- 
vinced, that, besides its many instances 
of sterling excellence and unmatched 
beauty, the version of Tate and Brady 
is, on the whole, the best he has seen. 
The Scots’ version is indeed, beyond 
comparison, the most literal and faith- 
ful of all; but its lines are very gene- 
rally uncouth; and the rhythmical ac- 
cent is forced, against every sound rule 
of English pronunciation. That of 
Sternhold and Hopkins is often as un- 
couth, without having the merit of be- 
ing nearly so literal. Dr. Watts’ is not 
a version, but mostly a paraphrase, 
changing the psalms into hymns. Mr. 
Merrick’s (as far as inspected) appears 
smooth ; but it has never (it is believed) 
been deemed practically serviceable, at 
Jeast to any extent; and it professes to 
be often paraphrastic. Bishop Mant’s 
seems more valuable as a work for the 
library than for use in worship; in 
many passages which are very fine in 
our present version, Bishop Mant’s is 
unaccountably void of animation: but 
the present writer has not been able to 
give it so attentive a perusal as it de- 
serves. — Taken as a whole, not one of 
the above equals the version ef Tate 
and Brady. 

That version however has its faults; 
and these require correction. And, as 
the prodacing of a good version of the 
psalms has proved the most difficult 
problem in poetry, it has appeared to 
the present writer, that, under any cir- 
cumstances, it would be better to amend 
Tate and Brady, thamyto attempt an 
entirely new version. On this prin- 
ciple he has acted in devoting time and 
labour to the contents of the two pa- 
pers now submitted. 

Some other psalms and portions of 
psalms, besides those now pointed out, 
are unserviceable, or nearly so. But 
it will generally be found that they are 
faithful to the prose: their failure is 
presumed to be owing to the modifica- 
tion necessary in changing prose into 
metre—the modified language preclud- 
ing often the secondary meaning, and 
any tacitly extended meaning of the 
original. In some of these cases, the 
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generalizing method here -pursued 
might -perhaps render them useful. 
But it would be oftener found, that 
nothing short of paraphrasing would 
give them sufficient interest : this how- 
ever should, in general, be avoided — 
as, by the too free use of the para- 
phrastic license, the psalm in prose 
would cease to be a real psalm in 
metre. Paraphrases and hymns should 
form distinct classes from the psalms ; 
for the apostolic direction is, to use 
“psalms” (properly such), as well as 
“ hymns and spiritual songs.” 


~ASAPH. 


Convention of Pennsylvania. 
From the Chureh Register, May 20, 1826. 


Tue annual convention of this dio- 
cese assembled in the borough of Read- 
ing, on Tuesday the 9th instant. There 
were present, the Right Rev. Bishop 
White, and thirty-six presbyters and 
deacons. Twenty-nine parishes, or 
churches, were represented by fifty- 
six lay delegates. The Rev. W. H. 
De Lancey was chosen secretary. 

On the next day, the convention 
proceeded in a body te the new and 
beautiful church recently erected, prin- 
cipally by the liberality of Messrs. 
George D. B. and Benneville Keim, 
which was solemnly consecrated b 
the bishop to the worship of God, ac- 
cording to the usage of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States 
of America, by the name of Christ 
Church in the borough of Reading. 
Morning prayer was read by the Rey. 
Dr. Abercrombie and the Rev. Mr. 
Bedell, and a sermon was preached by 
the bishap. 

The next day the convention met at 
eight o’clock, when the bishop read his 
annual address, which, upon applica- 
tion, we have been perniitted to copy, 
and we furnish it to our readers in an- 
ticipation of its publication in the jour- 
nal of the convention. 

Brethren, the Clerical and the 

Members of this Convention.) 4 

My annual report, agreeably to the 45th 
canon, is as follows :— : 

I set off on the 30th May last, on a jour- 
ney contemplated for a long time, to the 
western parts of the diocese; the Rev 
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Jackson Kemper being with me, and con- 
sidered as in the service of the Committee 
of Missions. 

On the evening of the 31st, Mr. Kemper 
read prayers, and preached in the city of 
Lancaster; and on the evening of the Ist 
of June, he did the same in Harrisburg. 
In this tewn there are a few families of 
our church, much attached to our ser- 
vices. The Rev. Mr. Williams, of York- 
town, gave them a portion of his labours 
for a while; but this was put an end to, 
by his removal to Baltimore. For some 
time past, the Rev. Jacob De Pui, ordained 
a deacon by me in the course of the last 
summer, began his ministry in this place ; 
but, as l hear, ead ony = qe 
burg; ay Sony ed, as I also hear, by 
the Rev. John B. Clemson, ordained by 
me a deacon in the course of the last au- 
tumn. Harrisburg being the seat of go- 
.wernment, it is the more desirable, on that 
account, that there should be in it a settled 
minister: and I lately heard with great 
satisfaction of a subscription forthe build- 
ing of a church. 

On the evening of the next day, Mr. 
Kemper read prayers, and preached in 
Millerstown. 

On the 3d, Mr. Kemper read prayers, 
and I preached in Thomsontown. It was 
a gratification to us, to find the Episcopa- 
lians of that place entirely satisfied with 
my conduct, and that of the —— 
Committee, in our not having complie 
with an application made by them some 
months before, in favour of a person who 
had acted among them in the ministerial 
character, in defiance of the ecclesiastical 
authority. 

Qn the same day we reached Lewis- 
town, where, in the evening, Mr. Kemper 
preached: on which occasion, an adult 
female was baptized by the rector, the 
Rev. Mr. Piggot, and confirmed by me. 

The next day we reached Huntingdon; 
where, on the day following, being Sun- 
day, in the forenoon, Mr. Kemper reading 
prayers, I preached and confirmed ten per- 
sons, and administered the communion, in 
a house occupied by different religious 
societies. Mr. Kemper read prayers and 
preached in the afternoon, and again in 
the evening. The few members of our 
church in this place have sustained vari- 
ous disappointments, from causes over 
which they had no control; and we think 
that there should therefore be extended 
to them all the attention and the aid 
which circumstances may permit. 

On the following morning we left Hunt- 


ingdon, and in the evening came to Holi- 
daysburg, where, being accommodated in 
the house of a member of our church, who 
had congregated a considerable number 
of hearers, Mr. Kemper read prayers and 
preached, and I administered confirtadtion 
76 two persons. 
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The ‘next two days were spent in tra. 
velling over the Alleghany and other 
ridges to Pittsburg, which we reached on 
the evening of Thursday. On the evening 
of Friday I preached, Mr. Kemper reading 

rayers. I also held a confirmation; it 
being thought desirable that the candi- 
dates for the rite should be divided into 
two bodies—one for this occasion, and the 
other for the approaching Sunday. 

On that day, in the forenoon, I conse. 
crated the newly erected church in this 
city, which had been called by the name 
of the holy and undivided Trinity. I also 
preached, confirmed, and administered the 
holy communion; the morning service and 
that of the ante-communion having been 
read by Mr. Kemper. The whole number 
confirmed in Pittsburg were 135. Mr. 
Kemper preached in the afternoon and in 
the evening. We could not but be grati- 
fied in witnessing the effects of the exer- 
tions of our fellow-members of the church; 
and the judicious direction given to them 
by their present pastor, the Rev. John H. 
Hopkins: especially visible in the in- 
creased number of communicants, and in 
the lately erected church; which we con- 
sidered as a work of correct taste, and an 
ornament to the state. 

On Monday afternoon we set off for the 
town of Beaver, which we reached in the 
morning of the next day; when Mr. Kem. 
per read prayers, and I preached. The 
Rev. Francis Reno met us ; but there were 
none prepared for confirmation, nor had 
we reason to expect any in other districts. 
Our church, on the west of the Alleghany 
River, has been for many years in a state 
of decline. We left Beaver in the after. 
noon, and returned to Pittsburg in the 
afternoon of the following day. Mr. Kem- 
per preached in the evening, and I again 
confirmed. 

On the next day we set off for Wheel- 
ing, which we reached on Friday. Al- 
though this is beyond the limits of the 
diocese, I was induced by thie’ earnest 
wishes of the congregation, backed by 

those of Bishop M to extend my 
journey to that town, for the consecration 
of St. Matthew’s church, lately erected 
there. IE had in some measure pledged 
myself to this service in the precedi 
year, but was prevented by the providen- 
tial event which frustrated almost the 
whole design of my journey at that time. 
Here we renewed our acquaintance with 
the Rev. John Armstrong, formerly of this 
diocese, but now pastor of the church in 
Wheeling. On Sunday, the 13th, I con- 
secrated it and preached, Mr. Kemper 
reading prayers, and held a confirmation 
of 19 persons. Mr. Kemper preached in 
the afternoon and evening. 

Having left Wheeling on Monday, we 
arrived at Brow sville in the afternoon of 

the next day. In the evening, Mr. Kem- 
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r read and preached. The next 

I comandioted Christ church, preach- 

ed, administered the holy communion, and 

confirmed 11 persons ; there having been 

& preparation for this solemnity by the 

Rev. Mir. Bausman, who is the pastor of 

this church, and who read prayers on the 

occasion. In the —> Mr. Kemper 
read prayers and preached. 

The next day, we proceeded to Connels- 
ville. We have no church in this small 
but flourishing settlement ; but there are 
a few familics who are very desirous of 
having among them the ministry of the 
Gospel, agreeably to the services of our 
church; which they have occasionally 
from the ministry of Mr. Bausman. I 
preached in this place, and confirmed six 
persons, Mr. Kemper reading prayers. He 
also preached in the evening. 

The next day, we travelled to Greens- 
burg; where the congregation, ut an ex- 
pense very considerable, when considered 
in relation to their numbers and their 
means, had erected a convenient building, 
and called it Christ church, in which I 
preached on Saturday afternoon, and which 
I consecrated the next day; preaching on 
the occasion, and Mr. Kemper reading 
prayers; who also preached in the after- 
noon and in the evening. In the forenoon 
I also confirmed 60 persons, The congre- 

tion being without a pastor, they Fad 

nm prepared by the Rev. Mr. Hopkins, 
who had made a previous visit to Greens- 
burg with a view to this object, and who 
met us on this occasion, agrecably to a 
promise made by him in Pittsburg. 

The next two days were spent by us in 
crossing the Alleghany Mountain, and 
other rough ridges, in the way to Bed- 
ford ; and in our course we had no oppor- 
tunity of ee, except that in Stoys- 
town, a member of our church having ga- 
thered a congregation in a house occupied 
by different religious societies ; Mr. Kem- 
per read prayers and preached. We spent 
a —_— Bedford, during which I preach- 
ed, by consent, in a se belonging to 
another religi@us s y, Mr. Kemper 
reading prayers. ~ 

The remainder of the week was spent 
in our journey to Carlisle. Here, on the 
next day, Sunday, July the 3d, I preached 
in the forenoon, Mr. Kemper reading pray- 
ers, and confirmed nine persons. Mr. Kem- 
a in the afternoon. 

next morning we crossed the moun- 
tain between Carlisle and Christ church, 
Adams county, and reached that place in 
time for me to preach and confirm nine 
persons, Mr. Kemper reading prayers. 

In the forenoon of next day we arrived 
at Yorktown, which is at present without 
@ pastor, I preached and confirmed 11 
—— repared by the Rev. Mr. Wil- 

iams re his late removal to Balti- 
more; Mr. Kemper preached in the even- 
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ing. In this town we were met by the 
Rev. Mr. Clarkson, in order to his accom- 
ying of us to Marietta and Pequea. 
o the former place he extends his la- 
bours from Lancaster; officiating to a 
small body of Episcopalians, in a house 
occupied by preachers of different deno- 
minations. Here I preached, administer- 
ed the holy communion, and confirmed 20 
persons. 

On the evening of the same day we 
reached Lancaster; and, on the afternoon 
of next day, arrived at the house of a mem- 
ber of our church, in the neighbourhood 
of the church of Pequea. Here, on the 
forenoon of the next day, I preached and 
confirmed 27 persens. 

The next day we crossedile Welsh 
mountain, and came to Churchtown ; 
where, on the next forenoon, Mr. Kemper 
preached. Here the Rev. Levi Bull joined 
us, and we rode in the afternoon to Mor- 
gantown; where, Mr. Kemper reading 
prayers, I preached and administered the 
rite of confirmation to 44 persons. 

The last of my appointments had for its 
principal object the consecrating of St. 
Thomas’s church, lately erected in this 
place. I had been enabled, under the pro- 
tection of a gracious Providence, to keep 
all my appointments with punctuality; 
which, in regard to the intended conse- 
cration, was without effect, owing to an 
unexpected delay of my letter on the 
road. It had been written to Mr. Bull, 
about a fortnight before, from Wheeling ; 
but was not received by him until the 
evening before my arrival. It was now 
too late to give notice to many distant 
members of our communion, who had 
taken an interest in the building of the 
church. On this account I was earnestly 

ressed, and consented to make another 
journey in the ensuing August, for the 
accomplishing of the object. 

The next morning we set off for our 
home, which we reached in the evening; 
and, as we trusted, with gratitude for 
our preservation, during a Pgs. of 
about 830 m finished in the space of 
precisely five weeks; and for being sus- 
tained in the duties to which it was de- 
voted. , 

On Sunday, the 24th of July, in St. 
of Philadelphi z" the “dire te “oe 

ia, I o to the hol 
office of deacons Jacob De Pui, of this 
diocese, 

On the 25th of July I went to New- | 
York, to be present at the annual meet- 
ing of the trustees of the The ical Se- 
minary, and the examination the gra- 
duation of students. It is but justice to 
express the opinion, which to be 
that of all present on the occasion, the 
exercises were demonstrative of the ta- 
lents and the industry of the professors, 
and of the proficiency of the students. 
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There was a graduation of three of them. 
During my stay, I had the satisfaction of 
laying the corner-stone of the building 
designed for the permanent seat of the in- 
stitution, and to be erected on the ground 
generously given for that purpose by Cle- 
ment C. Moore, Esq. On the 30th of the 
month I preached in the new church in 
Brooklyn, on the occasion of its being 
consecrated by Bishop Croes, acting for 
the bishop. of the diocese in his absence. 
On the next day I supplied the place of 
the same right reverend brother, by the 
ordination of two young men to the holy 
office of deacons, in Christ church, An- 
thony-street ; on which occasion I preach- 
ed, as als@in St. George’s in the afternoon. 

On t of August, having again re- 
paired to Morgantown, the Rev. Mr. Kem- 
per accompanying me, I consecrated St. 
Thomas's church in that place,and preach- 
ed, Mr. Kemper reading prayers. I again 
administered there the rite of confirma- 
tion, and the number confirmed was five. 

The same day we went on to Church- 
town, where Mr. Kemper read prayers and 
preached in the afternoon. 

The next day we proceeded to Christ 
church, in the township of Leacock, where 
I preached, Mr. Kemper reading prayers. 
The Rev. Mr. Clarkson had joined us, and 
I confirmed 28 persons. 

On the 25th of September I held an or- 
dination of deacons in St.Stephen’s church, 
Philadelphia. The persons ordained were 
David C.Page, Caleb I. Good, and John B. 
Clemson, all of this diocese. 

On the 13th of October, in St. Andrew’s 
church, Philadelphia, I ordained to the 
holy office of deacons, Greenbury W. Ridg- 
ley, and preached on the occasion. 

On the 23d of December, in St. Ste- 
phen’s church, Philadelphia, I ordained 
to the holy office of deacons John Davis 
and James Ward ; the latter being a co- 
Joured man. On the same day I held a 
confirmation of 12 persons. 

On the 19th of March I held a confir. 
mation and preached in St. Andrew’s 
church, Philadelphia. The number con- 
firmed was 29. 


The only confirmation held by me im 


the churches under my parochial care, 
was in St. Peter’s church, on the 25th of 
March, when 51 were confirmed. 

Having this day, in the presence of the 
convention, held a confirmation of 14 per- 
sons, it is a fact which properly comes 
within the compass of this report. The 
same may be remarked of the intended 
ordination of the Rev. William Eldred to 
the holy office of priests, and of William 
R. Bowman to the holy office of deacons, 
if carried into effect during the session of 
the convention. To-morrow is appointed 
for the ordination. 
ennne whole number confirmed by nte is 
DSS 
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I proceed, as on former occasions. like 
the present, to give an account of the 
changes which have taken place in our 
ministry. 

The most prominent event under this 
head, is the decease of the Rev. Joseph 
Pilmore, D. D., so long known among us 
as a successful labourer in the Gospel; 
but who, in consequence of great age and 
increasing infirmities, was under the ne- 
cessity of reluctantly ending his labours 
before the ending of his life. His decease 
was on the 25th of July; and he has been 
removed from his works, as we trust and 
believe, to his reward. In his last will he 
has manifested his affection for the church, 
by devising, after the payment of certain 
legacies, one half of what he had possess- 
ed, to the fund for the support of a future 
bishop. Some difficulties have arisen as 
to the legal construction of this part of 
his will: strong hopes are entertained 
that they will be removed, especially as 
there can be no doubt as to the intention 
of the testator. 

The only changes of parochial cure are, 
that of the Rev. John Rodney being trans- 
ferred from Easton to Germantown, his 
being succeeded by the Rev. Samuel Bow- 
man, from Pequea; the removal of the Rev. 
E. R. Lippet, and of the Rev. Albert A. 
Muller, from the diocese; and the acces- 
sion to it of the Rev. George Weller, from 
the diocese of Maryland ; also of the Rev. 
R.'D. Hall, and of the Rev. Charles Smith, 
from the diocese of New-Jersey. 

Frederick Clement Jones, formerly no- 
tified as a candidate, has been transferred, 
at his desire, to the ecclesiastical autho- 
rity of Vermont. 

There have been admitted as candidates, 
John Paterson, John Campbell, William 
Bryant, Henry Hood, John H. Marsden, 
and Darius Williams, jun. 

It remains to give an account of the 
various institutions connected with our 
church. 

The Bible Society of Philadelphiais not 
exactly of this description, various reli- 
gious societies Raving an interest in its 
concern, and being seslited in the ga- 
vernment of it; yet I cannot but present 
it as meriting the regard and the contri- 
butions of the members of our church, so 
long as it continues, agreeably to its pro- 
fessed principle, to distribute the Bible 
without note or comment—not from dis- 
approbation of aid of this description, but 
leaving to every religious denomination 
the giving of explanations agreeable to 
their peculiar views ; and further, so long 
as it is not made an engine of inroads on 
our ecclesiastical system, the course of 
conduct hitherto pursued by it. 

The Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society still labours under the want of 
adequate aid from our church throughout 
the Union. So far as this is owing to 
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recent formation of societies for diocesan 
missions, it is a portion not improperly 
assumed of what would else be a part of 
the labour in the other line. But, as the 
society was instituted by the General Con- 
vention ; as it was designed to carry its 
operations beyond the limits of the United 
States; and as, even within them, there 
are frequent claims from districts as des- 
titute of Christian preaching, and the ad- 
ministration of religious services, as even 
our western wilds; there are expecta- 
tions from the beneficence of our church 
throughout the Union which have not 
been realized. Under these disadvant- 
ages, however, the society has not been 
inefficient. The most considerable effect 
of their agency, through their executive 
committee, has been the establishment of 
a mission at Green Bay, in the Michigan 
Territory. They have also supported mis- 
sionaries at Detroit, at St. Louis, and in 
the state of Indiana. 

Little needs to be said of the Society 
for the Advancement of Christianity in 
Pennsylvania, as copies of its printed re- 
port will be presented to the members of 
this body. 1 know of no institution that 
might be made so effective as this, for 
the extension of our church within the 
diocese. ‘There is, however, the embar- 
rassing circumstance attached to their 
existence, that it raises expectations be- 
yond what can be met by the scanty means 
possessed; a consideration which ought 
to excite to more extensive exertions than 
have as yet been put forth. 

Our Sunday schools, so far as my obser- 
vation extends, are sedulously attended 
to. Of the most of them, as they are be- 
yond the sphere of my personal inter- 
course, I cannot have much knowledge. 
The body instituted in Philadelphia, un- 
der the name of the Sunday School So- 
ciety, was designed to be in connexion 
with every one of them, and in aid of their 
operations. The same was contemplated 
as a desirable effect of the Tract Society, 
the work of which is coincident with that 
of the other. Ham restrained by consci- 
entious consi tions, from countenanc- 
ing the association of persons of differ- 
ent religious denominations for the ob- 
jects of these institutions. One of m 
objections is, that in providing for religi- 
ous instruction within our parochial cures, 
if any of the truths of our holy religion, 
as professed by our church, and conceived 
of by us to be founded on the word of 
God, are intentionally to be kept out of 
view, it is contrary to my ideas of minis- 
terial fidelity. Another objection is, that 
the expedients here alluded to may be 
made an engine for the invading of the 
self-government of our ecclesiastical com- 
munion ; and have, in many instances, been 
put in operation to that effect ; the profes- 
sion of confinement to points, in which all 


Bishop White’s Address. 


183 


Christians are agreed, being never, so far 
as my knowledge extends, acted on con- 
sistently. 

The Sunday School Society, although 
not directing the instruction given in t 
different Sunday schools connected with 
their respective congregations, which are 
left to their several teachers under the 
superintendence of the clergy, have une 
der their immediate superintendence a 
Sunday and adult school, comprehending 
9 teachers and 25 scholars. 

T have still reason to lament that the 
greater number of my brethren of the 
clergy are so indifferent to the advant- 
ages which their families may depive from 
the fund for widows and chi For 
some time past, the: few annuitants who 
have been on it, have been in the receipt 
of a hundred per cent. on what had been 
purchased by annual — The know- 
ledge of this has induced solicitations of 
aid from families who have not become 
entitied to it by the contributions of their 
husbands or their fathers. There have 
been also devised expedients for the ap- 
plying of the proceeds of the fund, after 
payment of the annuities strictly due, to 
purposes very useful, but wide of the ori- 
ginal design. The proposals of each sort 
have been rejected, as was required by 
justice to those for whom an interest in 
the fund had been purchased, and in 
whose favour it had been stipulated, that 
in the event of the increase of the stock 
to any amount, they should be propor- 
tionably benefited. If the increase should 
be such as to entitle them, or future de- 
pendants on it, to an increase of annuities 
to any extent which ~— be imagined, 
good faith will require the society to li- 
mit their grants to persons of that de- 
scription. There have lately ceased to be 
annuitants on this fund, and the number 
of clergymen now annual contributors to 
it, are only four. 

The fund for the support of a future 
bishop increases very slowly. If the be- 
quest designed for it by Dr. Pilmore 
should be obtained, although far from 
rendering the fund adequate to the ob- 
jects, it will be a considerable addition 
to this desirable mean of detaching the 
bishop from the charge of a parish, and 
of rendering episcopal superintendence 
more useful than at present. 

In my last annual communication there 
was intimated the design of an education 
society, for the grstuitous support of 
young men in their collegiate studies, 
with a view to the ministry. The society 
is now little more than in an incipient 
state, and almost the whole of their stock 
has been the fruit of exertions of female 
associations, formed for the aid of the 
design. There are two beneficiaries on 
the fund. 

At the close of the last annual conven- 
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tion, there was devolved on me a duty in 
reference to the parochial statements 
which had been delivered in. That duty 
was discharged to the best of my judg- 
ment, and the statements, in the form of 
reports, went from my hands to the press. 
I now announce to my brethren of the 
clergy, in regard to any statement pre- 
pared for my hands, that it will be expe- 
dient to deliver them in time for my per- 
usal before the rising of this body. 

It is known to many of my brethren of 
the clergy,.in reference to possible devia- 
tions from the articles, or from the ru- 
brics, or from the — of the —- 
that, in my opinion, they are not officially 
cognizaliintil brought forward by pre- 
sentment. What may be the duty of the 
bishop, in the way of private expostula- 
tion, is put out of view, as a matter that 
should be in confidence, and accommo- 
dated to the characters and the circum- 
stances of different individuals. There 
are two points, however, in which my re- 
sponsibility is as much committed as in 

ard to presentment. The points al- 
luded to, concern candidates for deacons’ 
orders, and deacons looking forward to 
the priesthood, 

Of the former, some have been encou- 
raged to take on themselves the offices of 
the ministry, covering the exercises of 
public prayer and public preaching by 
gome other names, under which it has 
been thought that the provisions of our 
church may be evaded. I wish it to be 
understood, that in the case of such a 
candidate, his irregularities being known, 
I hold it inconsistent with the solemn en- 
gagements lying on me to ordain him. 

In sundry dioceses, some of the clergy 
have thought themselves warranted in the 
omission of what is called the “ Ante- 
communion Service.” In the General Con- 
vention of 1821, in disapprobation of this 
license, the bishops were unanimous in a 
declaration which shall be annexed as a 
note to this part of the report.* It is not 
intended to affirm any thing in reference 
to the motives and the ulterior views of 
those who have made this invasion on our 
system; but the consequences of it, whe- 
ther intended or not, are very extensive. 
The principle on which it is grounded, 
and which may hereafter be acted on con- 
sistently, although at present it is not, will 
render useless a considerable portion of 
our Book of Common Prayer. Thus, it 
will be got rid of without a conventional 
review, although perhaps remaining for a 
while as an incumbrance on the volume. 

Brethren of the Convention—It is a sub- 
ject of thanksgiving to Almighty God, 
which ought to be habitually offered by 


* See Journal of the Convention of 1821, 
p- 48. [ee also Christian Journal, vol. vi. 
p. 170.—L£d. C. J.J 
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r bishop, that at this late period of 
is life he can join with you in sustain. 
ing and extending the knowledge of the 
truths of the Gospel, and their end and 
aim in the holy morality connected with 
them ; neither of which have considerable 
effect or permanency but in alliance with 
the other. 

As his exertions, directed to this ob. 
ject, must have a visible shape, he knows 
of no other that he can conform to and 
encourage, than the provisions of our 
church, under the heads of doctrine, wor- 
ship, and ecclesiastical constitution and 
government. On this subject his feelings 
are so far from being associated with hos- 
tility to religious denominations differing 
from us, that he knows of no other way in 
which charity towards them can be main. 
tained consistently with the integrity of 
principle. 

In relation to any efforts which may be 
made for what he considers as a deteriora- 
tion of our system, it is from deliberate 
design that he occasionally raises his 
warning voice in the convention; and he 
now avails himself of his right to record 
his sense of the subject on your journal, 
that it may there survive him, and per- 
haps serve as a caution after his decease. 

WM. WHITE. 


On Thursday, the business of the 
convention was suspended to allow of 
an ordination. [See title Ordinations 
in the present number of our Journal.] 

Parochial reports from twenty-seven 
parishes were laid before the conven 
tion by the bishop, and, by order of 
the convention, were read. 

The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed the standing committee for the en- 
suing year :—The Rev. Dr. Abercrom- 
bie, the Rev. Messrs. Kemper, De Lan- 
cey, Montgomery, and Ives ; Messrs.W. 
Meredith, C. N, Bancker, C. Stevenson. 

Deputies to the General Convention: 
—The Rev. Messrs. Kemper, —— 
mery, Clay, and Hopkins ; Messrs. W. 
Meredith, H. Binney, W. Tilghman, 
and David Scott. 

Trustees of the Theological Semi- 
nary :-—The Rev. Dr. Beasley, the Rev, 
Messrs. Muhlenburg, Kemper, Rodney, 
and Montgomery; Messrs. W. Tilgh- 
man, David Scott, J. Read, and Dr. P. 
Mowry. 

Treasurer of the episcopal fund 
Mr. J. Read. 

Treasurer of the convention fund 
Mr. J. C. Lowber. 

St. John’s church, Franklin, Venane 
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go county; St. Stephen’s church, Har- 
risburg; and St. Stephen’s church, 
Thomsontown, Mifflin county; were 
admitted into union with the conven- 
tion. 

The next convention is to be held 
at Harrisburg, on the Tuesday after 
the first Wednesday in May, 1827, at 
six o’clock, P. M. 

A vote of thanks to the inhabitants 
of Reading, for the hospitality with 
which they had received the members, 
was passed unanimously. 

No business of importance was trans- 
acted. 

b ——— ____ 


To the Editors of the Christian Journal. 
Messrs. Evrrors, 


I some time since observed in your 
Journal a notice of the Claremont 'The- 
ological Scholarship Society, with some 
account of an address delivered at the 
time of its formation by the Rev. Wil- 
liam Barlow, rector of Claremont pa- 
rish. Having heard that that gentle- 
man had published, at the same time 
with the address before the Claremont 
society, a pamphlet containing propo- 
sals for the formation of a society for 
the publication of theological and mo- 
ral writings on an extensive scale, and 
for the promotion of Christian know- 
ledge in other ways, I have anxiously 
looked for some notice of its contents 
in your publication. I need not say 
that I have looked in vain. Having 
now obtained a copy of the pamphlet 
itself, I have been induced to offer you 
my opinion of its contents, by the sup- 
position that it might gratify the curio- 
sity of some of your readers, and the 
certainty that it will introduce to all a 
subject well worthy of their serious at- 
. tention. 

The title of Mr. Barlow’s pamphlet 
will sufficiently declare its object :-— 
* Considerations on the Employment 
of the Press as a Means of diffusing 
the Principles of the Church : with the 
Plan of a Society, and the Draft of a 
proposed Constitution adapted to that 
Object.” Three questions immediately 
suggest themselves to the reader of this 
title: Is it necessary or expedient that 
the press should be extensively em- 
ployed ma diffusing the principles of the 

OL. A. 
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church? What is the most advantage- 
ous mode of employing if? and, Is the 
plan here presented the most feasible 
for this purpose? Each of these ques- 
tions is answered at some length, and 
with much ability, by Mr Barlow. In 
the first place, he shows that the pro- 
gress of error in our country at the pre- 
sent time, is such as to require the most 
strenuous exertions of the advocates of 
truth for its defence He shows that 
“a vast moral field is open to the 
church, and invites her cyltivation.” 
Narrowing the view, he sho the 
extensive diffusion of strong prejudices 
against the church, demands that assi- 
duous endeavours should be made by 
her sons for their removal; and that 
the unceasing efforts of other denomi- 
nations to advance their individual in- 
terests, call upon the friends of the 
Episcopal Church to afford her equal 
advantages and equally efficient sup- 
port. ‘That all this can best be done 
by the assistance of the press, is the 
next point to be proved. This be- 
comes evident, when we consider the 
time and extensive efforts which mus 

be necessary to increase the number 
of the clergy so as to meet the demand 
for their labours. While this is doing, 
the press may be going on, and main- 
taining the fight against error and infi- 
delity, until the forces of the church 
can be brought up to the battle in 
strong array. Thus it becomes of 
great value as a present and tempo- 
rary mean of supporting the truth. 
But in all times and places it affords a 
most valuable auxiliary to clerical in- 
struction: it extends where the latter 
cannot reach—it operates with more 
certain effect—it produces a more last- 
ing impression. Ina reading commu- 
nity, the good and evil which the press 
may do are almost incalculable. How 
incumbent is it, then, on Christians to 
exert themselves to do the good, and 
to counteract the evil ! 

In answer to the second qu 
What is the best mode : 
the press in defence of religious 
Mr. Barlow briefly reviews the differ- 
ent modes in which it is now employed, 
points out their deficiencies, and shows 
that a systematic publication of the 
best theological and religious works 

24 
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by aw body professedly organized for 
that: purpose, is the most likely to ef. 
fect all the objects to be desired. Pe- 
riodicals, although exerting a wide in- 
fluence ever the religious public, are 
certainty net the most eligible means 
of diffusing religious knowledge. Their 
pieces, if original, are generally written 
with haste, frequently tinged with er- 
ror, almost always superficial, and ne- 
ver of sufficient extent to allow a full 
examination in all its bearings of any 
one subject of religious debate. Their 
selectiongifall under the same objection 
as to brevity and partial bearing; or if 
of greater length, are so broken and 
scattered througlr different numbers, as 
to have their effect materially impaired. 
Tracts, such as they now are, are al- 
most universally suited rather to the 
ignorant and uninformed, than to the 
man of partial information. They are 
necessarily too brief to take up the 
greater doctrines of Christianity with 
sufficient fulness, or to produce com- 
plete conviction in the inquiring mind 
"Fhey have not the respectability, the 
durability, or the intrinsic importance 
of a buok, especially if that book be 
the production of a well known author, 
and in external execution handsomely 
got up. It is true that tracts have 
many and great advantages peculiar to 
themselves, abundantly sufficient to 
warrant active exertion for their pub- 
lication and distribution ; but they can- 
not compete with works of the descrip- 
tion which it is proposed to publish: 
these will move in a distinct and su- 
perior sphere, and finish the work 
which tracts commenee. 

In support of the position, that a 
society for the publication of the first 
class of theological and religious works 
will be productive of more good to the 
cause of religion generally, and in par- 
ticular to the denomination by which 
it shall be supported, than either of 
the preceding modes of employing the 
press, we may appeal to the history 
of such societies already in existence. 
The Society for the Promotion of Chris- 
tian Knowledge in England, the book 
concern of the Methedist society, and 
the press of the Foundling Hospital in 
Halle, are illustrious instances. The 
first, it is true, has never contemplated 
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the extent of publication which the 

roposed society would embrace. It 
om confined itself to practical and 
doctrinal treatises of comparatively 
small bulk, of which it has distributed 
a prodigious number. Still, its success 
and extensive influence warrant us to 
expect at least equal results from a 
similar society, differing only in the 
greater extent of its operations. But 
the second instance is peculiarly in- 
structive. The Methodist book con- 
cern, it is believed, is confined to no 
one species of works, provided they 
have a tendency to religious improve- 
ment and the promotion of the inter- 
ests of the eonnexion. It has been 
one of the most useful instruments of 
advancing that connexion, has main- 
tained an extensive influence over all 
its members, and has produced no 
small profit to its funds. The last of 
the institutions referred to, the press of 
the Foundling Hospital at Halle, needs 
only be named to the scholar acquaint- 
ed with German literature, to recall to 
his mind the prodigious influence which 
it has had wpor the theology of its 
country. It has been restricted to no 
particular class of books: theological 
works in the vernacular tongue, in La- 
tin, Greek, and Hebrew—practical, 
doctrinal, and critical—have all issued 
from it in astonishing number and va- 
riety. At one time, its imprint on the 
titlepage was a passport to the library 
of every German divine, and almost an 
exclusive claim to notice. The influ- 
ence whieh its publications have had 
in producing the taste for critical stu- 
dies now so prevalent in Germany is 
generally acknowledged, although it is, 
with sorrow, owned to have been in- 
sufficient to prevent that taste from 
degenerating to mere sceptical disqui- 
sition and conjecture. 

The whole argument cannot be bet- 
ter summed up than in the words of 
Mr. Barlow: “These examples should 
be no longer lost upon the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. The press should 
be employed both for the moral and 
pecuniary benefit of the church—not 
alone for the instruction of the poor, 
but of the higher and more neglected 
classes. also—not in occasional publi- 
cations merely, but in giving to the 
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public a continued series of the choicest 
works on subjects of morality and reli- 
gion, which are ¢o be found in our lan- 
guage—not merely to accomplish local 
and temperary objects, but to disse- 
minate throughout the extensive field 
which this country now presents to the 
spiritual labourer, those sacred prin- 
ciples which we have received from 
our fathers; that the next age, if not 
the present, may reap from them an 
abundant harvest. It should derive its 
support, not from temporary and un- 
certain charities, but from permanent 
funds; and te insure their formation, 
there should be an appeal, not solely 
to the feeling of Christian benevolence, 
but to the strongest principles which 
influence the humaa mind.” P. 7. 

I could have wished to represent sa- 
tisfactorily the third part of Mr. Bar- 
low’s pamphlet, by giving a detailed 
view of his plan, and of the many ad- 
vantages it possesses, but my prescribed 
limits will not all-w it. I must be con- 
tented with stating a few of its most 
prominent features, and some of the 
reasons why it is peculiarly deserving 
of the patronage of Episcopalians. 

The society which Mr. Barlow pro- 
poses to establish, is to consist of per- 
sons subscribing to the formation of a 
permanent fund invested in stock, or 
bonds and mortgages, the interest of 
which only is to be applied to the ob- 
jects of the society. This fund is to be 
raised by shares of $60 each, the pro- 
petty of which is to remain with the 
subscriber during life, and to entitle 
him to a copy of the publications of 
the society, which shall be at least 
three volumes, of 300 pages octavo, 
yearly—worth, at the lowest computa- 
tion, $9. The management of the 
concerns of the society is to be vested 
in a board of managers, consisting of 
50 members chosen by the society, of 
the bishops of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, of the professors of the Gene- 
ral Theological Seminary, and of pa- 
trons, or donors of $500 at one time. 
The selection of the publications of this 
society is to be committed to the house 
of bishops, and such persons as they 
may choose to associate with them- 
selves. The works published may be 
either original or selected, as the bi- 
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shops may think proper; but shall in 
all cases be published entire, notes of 
explanation or correction being added, 
if necessary. At the death of sub- 
scribers, the property of their shares 
shall merge in the society, the proceeds 
to be applied to its general ebjects, as 
the board of managers may direct; 
unless such death should take place 
before the subscriber shall have re- 
ceived works published by the society 
to the full amount of his subscription; 
in which case, the right of receiving 
the publications of the society shall be 
continued to his heirs, or to such per- 
sons as he may appoint, until the full 
valae of the original subscription shall 
have been furnished. The general 
meetings of the society to be triennial, 
corresponding in time with those of 
the General Convention of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church. Alterations in 
the constitution only to be made by 
two-thirds of all the members at two 
successive meetings, and approved by 
the General Convention: on such oe- 
casions votes by proxy being allowed. 
These leading features of the consti- 
tution of the preposed society, will en- 
able the reader to judge of its magni- 
tude of utility and extent. The har- 
-mony of the plan, its attention to the 
miastest details, and its careful previ- 
sion for all contingencies and changes 
of situation and extent, cannot be re- 
presented without a minute-detail. To 
obtain a correct idea of the whole—of 
its perfect feasibility and aptness for 
execution—of its admirable combina- 
tion of individual remuneration with 
general benefit—the reader must have 
recourse to the pamphlet itself; and I 
will venture to say, he will not regret 
the trouble of the inquiry. He will 
find exhibited for his inspection and 
patronage, a plan, which promises him 
a certaia and profitable return for the 
investment of an inconsiderable sum, 
while it enables him at the*same time 
to contribute to a charitable institution 
of the most extended operation, and to 
support a system of moral machinery 
of the most gigantic power and certain 
effect. He will find, that by cont ibut- 
ing $60, be will ensure to himself and 
his family a select collection of the 
most valuable theological works, while, 
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at his death, his contribution will be 
left a legacy, to be applied, in the first 
place, to the publication of works for 
gratuitous distribution among the poor, 
and, as the society shall increase in 
wealth, to the maintenance of mission- 
aries in the destitute portions of our 
country. 

1 am much gratified to learn that 
Mr. Barlow has, after a very desultory 
application to a portion of the Episco- 
palians of South-Carolina, obtained sub- 
scriptions to the amount of $10,800; 
and counts among the patrons of his 
plan, many of the most respectable ci- 
tizens in that state. I understand that 
he has arrived in this city, where he 
iniends to prosecute his disinterested 
labours in procuring subscribers to the 
proposed society. Let the Episcopa- 
lians of New-York remember, that no- 
thing can be done till at least $72,000 
are subscribed, (the terms of subscrip- 
tion being, that no subscription is pay- 
able until that amount shall have been 
subscribed,) and that it is necessary to 
have the whole subscribed before the 
sitting of the next General Convention 
in November next. They would not 
refuse their patronage to a bookseller, 
who should issue proposals by no 
means equally advantageous with those 
now offered: will they refuse it, when 
it is to establish an institution which 
must infallibly exert a prodigious in- 
fluence in favour of the best interests 
of Christianity, and of the church which 
they are proud to call their own? Let 
it not be said that a plan of the great- 
est importance to our church, and, if 
to her, to us, originated by the zeal, 
and handsomely set on foot by the li- 
berality of our southern brethren, was 
smothered in its birth by our cold in- 
difference. R 


—_oo 
For the Christian Journal. 


General Theological Seminary. 
Mr. Eptror, 

Tat General Theological Seminary is, 
without doubt, the most important insti- 
tution of our church. The character and 
usefulness of her clergy, her own exten- 
sion and prosperity, are deeply concerned 
in its success. But its funds are inade- 
quate, and its pupils few. Episcopalians 
have wealth, and are liberal; and yet that 
institution is suffered to languish, which 
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should have engaged the affections and 
drawn forth the contributions of our whole 
community. 

In order to remedy this evil, we must 
understand its causes. To me they ap. 
pear to be the following:—1. We have 
asked, or at least seemed to expect, large 
contributions, which few are able to give, 
2. The system of agencies which has been 
adopted is slow, limited, and offensive, in 
its operations. 3. Some withhold their 
contributions, because they have no as- 
surance that others will bear their part; 
and have reason to fear, therefore, that 
their own will be insufficient to accom- 
plish the object in view. 

Our proper course is a plain and obvious 
one. We should require small amounts, 
that the poor may contribute. We should 
bring the claims of this institution home 
to the bosom of every friend of the church, 
We should place before them some speci- 
fic good which comes within their power 
to accomplish. We should give to each, » 
some reasonable assurance of the co- 
operation of their brethren. ; 

A mode of collecting funds for this in- 
stitution has been recently pointed out, 
which seems to combine these advant- 
ages. It was adopted by the congrega- 
tion of Claremont church, South-Carolina, 
where a society was formed to aid in the 
endowment of the seminary, and particu- 
larly by forming a scholarship in that in- 
stitution. In the list of its members are 
the names of the venerable Judges Wartizs 
and James, Dr. Brownxrizty, Gov. Man- 
nino, and Hvueen, the friend of La Fay- 
ette. Their example has been commend- 
ed by the convention of that diocese to 
the imitation of their sister churches, and 
to the favourable notice of the Trustees of 
the seminary. Iam happy to learn that 
measures are now taking to form a simi- 
lar society in St. Thomas’s church in this 
city, and cannot but entertain the hope, 
that the concurrent example of this enter- 
prizing congregation will induce others 
to do likewise. 

The plan alluded to proposes, that each 
congregation of our church should organ- 
ize itself into a Theological Scholarship 
— that each member should pay 
annually towards that object, from one 
dollar to five; that whatever is collected 
should be annually remitted to the trea- 
surer of the Theological Seminary, until 
the scholarship be endowed ; and that af- 
terwards, when there shall be no claim- 
ant for the benefit entitled thereunto ac- 
cording to the usages of the institution, 
the proceeds of such funds shall be appli- 
cable to its general purposes, as the trus- 
tees may direct, until a claimant appears. 

In this way the claims of the seminary 
may be brought distinctly and impres- 
sively before every individual of our com- 
munion:—There are few, if any congre- 
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gations who are not able to form such a 
society—few, if any individuals who are 
not able to meet this small demand. 
There are at least two hundred churches, 
it is believed, who would be found both 
able and willing to make this attempt, 
were they invited to do so; and the ag- 

regate of their contributions would be a 
oa sum than has been collected in 
any one year. The average amount from 
each society would not be less probably 
than $100. Thus, without burdening a 
single individual, an annual revenue would 
be obtained of from ten to twenty thuu- 
sand dollars. 

Wherever a Scholarship Society is esta- 
blished, a congregation may be considered 
as engaged to furnish a candidate to enjoy 
their bounty. They who supply the funds, 
will not be negligent in providing the be- 
neficiary who is to profit by them. Let 
Episcopalians attend to this suggestion. 
If they wish to have their seminary sup- 
plied with students, let them give to 
their brethren in every part of our coun- 

this kind of interest in it, and they 
will not be disappointed. 

It has been objected to this mode of 

~ collecting funds, that it contemplates 
making a provision for the assistance of 
students more ample than is immediately 
necessary, while there exists a pressing 
want of funds for the support of profes- 
sors. To this it may be answered, that 
professors may be found who will yet 
awhile serve the institution almost or al- 
together gratuitously. But indigent stu- 
dents are not likely to be aided by any 
other expedient: so that this latter spe- 
cies of help is demanded by the most 
pressing exigency. 

While, therefore, there are necessitous 
students, it will be allowed, whatever in- 
justice to the professors it may imply, 
that the aid of the scholar is most im- 
portant to the church. And when there is 
no necessitous claimant, the funds which 
by this means would be provided, would 


be available to aid the common funds of ' 


the institution: so that they will be, as 
of right they ought, generally applied to 
the most important purpose; and when 
not needed for this, they are applicable 
to any other. 

Again, the collection of funds for scho- 
larships will oppose no obstacle to the 
necessary provision for professorships ; 
but, on the other hand, encourage and 
facilitate it. The amount required is so 
small as to afford no pretext for declin- 
ing a larger contribution to the same in- 
stitution. Besides, all who contribute even 
this little, will become interested in its 
success, and therefore disposed to bear 
its burdens as far as they are able. 

In order to bring about the establish- 
ment of these societies, it is only neces- 
sary that the trustees of the seminary 


should recommend the measure; that 
they should direct their treasurer to re- 
cord the titles, and enter the annual pay- 
ments of such societies as may be formed 
upon this plan, numbering them as they 
are reported to him, and publishing the 
titles, officers, and payments of each, in 
the Christian Journal ; and that the city 
congregations should condescend to en- 
courage those in the country, by doing the 
same thing, in the same humble way with 
themselves—by the formation of parish 
societies, and the annual payment of from 
one to five dollars by each individual, 

It is evident that the rich and those in 
easy circumstances are able to do more, 
and are generally willing. In order to 
enable them to do this effectually, Tet 
three large societies be formed in the 
United States, each having in view the 
endowment of a professorship at $50,000, 
and let the subscription from each be $10 
annually. Hundreds will be found willing 
to engage in those enterprises, and the 
annual aggregate of their subscriptions 
will amount to thousands. 

The union of the two plans would prot 
bably produce from 20 to 30,000 dollars 
per annum. The possibility of such a re- 
sult should be a sufficient reason for try- 
ing the experiment. One third part of 
this success would indeed be a more 
ample resource to that institution, than 
is likely to be provided by any other ex- 
pedient. 

I will only observe in conclusion, that 
it is of the highest importance to the 
friends of the church in this city, to en- 
courage that financial policy which will 
engage in the support of this institution 
their brethren generally: it will other- 
wise, and at no distant period, become 
the burden exclusively of this neighbour. 
hood—and it is one which you cannot well 
sustain. W. B. 


pT 


The Bishop of Quebec. 


Tue Hon. and Right Rev. Dr. Stew- 
art, lord bishop of Quebec, (younger 
brother of the earl of Galloway,) are 
rived on Saturday, the 20th May, in 
the Pacific. We have been furnished 
by Bishop Hobart with the following 
extract from a sermon preached at his 
consecration, by Dr, Madan, preben- 
dary of Lincoln :— 


“It is really a circumstance of high 
gratification to our feelings, to observe 
what happy results will sometimes arise 
from causes unforeseen. 

“Twenty years ago, (or nearly so,) with- 
out a view or a thought of professional ad- 
vantages, but with a willing expenditure 
of his own income, the pom te champion 
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buckled on his armour, the whole armour 
of God, his loins girt about with truth, 
and having on the breastplate of righte- 
ousness, his feet shod with the prepara- 
tion of the Gospel of peace; above all, 
taking the shield of faith, the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the spirit, 
which is the word of God. Wholly re- 
gardiess of personal dangers and discom- 
forts, whether from the immense ocean, 
the severe climate, or from a state of tem- 
porary exile, he went boldly forth and be- 
gan his pious work. We cannot trace him 
through his various labours; we cannot 
enumerate his disinterested sacrifices ; 
we cannot duly estimate the extent or the 
magnitude of his services! The annual 
reports of our venerable society may give 
an outline of the liberal system on which 
he has been acting for many years past; 
that of establishing the fear and the wor- 
ship of God; that of promoting the erec- 
tion of churches, and of houses for their 
ministers ; and, in short, by donations, by 
collections, by the most active exertions, 
whether in Canada or in England, strain- 
ing every nerve to assist the well-being, 
the mental improvement, the spiritual 
edification of those friendly and valuable 
provinces, so happily connected with this 
country. Ever ready to dispense the bless- 
ings of Christianity, the special mission- 
ary went forth, and traversed many thou- 
sand miles, to animate, to encourage, to 
instruct and comfort the Christian fami- 
lies around him, wheresoever they might 
be scattered! In journeyings often, in 
perils of water, in weariness and painful- 
ness, in hunger and thirst, wandering 
across the trackless desert, or penetrat- 
ing the gloomy forest, that he might com- 
municate to them who were walking in 
darkness the means of salvation, the light 
of life. He literally might be said to have 
upon him the care of all the churches; 
and (as in the instance of his great proto- 
type) he strove abundantly to render the 
Gentiles fellow-heirs, and of the same 
body, and partakers of his promise in 
Christ by the Gospel. Bright and glori- 
ous is the prospect now before him, in 
the ripening harvest to which he is 
called ” 


On Sunday morning the bishop 
preached, at the request of Bishop 
Hobart, the rector, at Trinity church ; 
on which occasion morning prayer was 
read by the Rev. Mr. Onderdonk, one 
of the assistant ministers, and the com- 
munion service by the bishop, except 
the epistle, which was read by Bishop 
Hobart ; and in the afternoon attended 
at All-Saints’ chapel with Bishop Ho- 
bart, who administered confirmation. 
His lordship left the city in the steam- 
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boat on Wednesday morning, on his 
way to Quebec, accompanied by his 
chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Morgell, and 
by the Rev. Mr. Hudson, chaplain to 
the British forces at Kingston. We 
hope we may be allowed to congratu- 
late the church in Canada on her en- 
joying the services of a bishop distin- 
guished for his apostolic character, and 
for his zealous and disinterested la- 
bours in his former station “as a mis- 
sionary. 
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The librarian of the General Theologi- 
cal Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church acknowledges the receipt of the 
following donations to the library during 
the months of April and May, 1826. 


From the Rev. H.L. F. Péneveyre, D. D.; a 
collection of French theological works, 
comprising the Sermons of De Joux, 
Chaillet, Vernede, Goepp, Durand, Ce- 
lerier, Petitpierre, Mourier, Werenfels, 
Lullin, Bugnion, Vernes, Gallatin, Ber- 
trand, Chatelain, Saurin, Massillon, and 
Bourdaloue; the Works of Barnaud, 
Chavannes, Mallet, Quesnel, Abbadie, 
Ostervald, Formey, &c. &c.: forming 
in all 8 vols. in 4to, 87 in 8vo, 102 ia 
12mo, and 4 in 24mo. 

From the Rev. T. H. Horne, of England; 
Horne’s Deism Refuted, 7th ed. 8vo. 
From the Rev. George Holden, A. M., of 

Halsall, England ; Holden’s Attempt to 
iltustrate the Book of Proverbs, 8vo; 
Holden’s Attempt to illustrate the Book 
of Ecclesiastes, 8vo; Holden's Scrip- 
ture Testimonies to the Divinity of 
Christ, 8vo; Holden’s Dissertation on 
the Fall of Man, 8vo; Holden on the 

Christian Sabbath, 8vo. 

From R. Whittingham; 14 vols. in 8vo, 
and 6 in 12mo. 

From Mr. B. Hutchins; J. A. Turretini 
Historiz Ecclesiastice Compendium, 
8vo. 

—_ 





Statistics. 

The following curious statistical ac- 
count is given in the Cassel Almanack for 
the year 1826 :— 

The 100 most populous cities on the 
globe, are Jeddo in Japan, 1,680,000 
inhabitants; Pekin, 1,500,000; London, 
1,274,000; Hans Ischen, 1,100,000; Cal- 
cutta, 900,000 ; Madras, 817,000; Nankin, 
800,000; Conge Ischen, 800,000; Paris, 
717,500; Wuts Chani, 600,000; Constan- 
tinople, 597,800; Benares, 530,000; Kio, 
520,926; Su Ischen, 500,000; Houng Is- 
chen, 500,000, &c. &c. The fortieth on 
the list is Berlin, containing 193,000, and 
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the last Bristol, 87,800. Among the 100 
cities, three contain more than a million ; 
nine from half a million to one million; 
23 from 200,000 to 500,000; 56 from one 
to 200,000; six from 87 to 100,000. Of 
these 100 cities, 58 are in Asia and 32 in 
Europe; of which four are in Germany, 
four in France, five in Italy, eight in Eng- 
land, three in Spain, five in Africa, and 
five in America. 

A list of the population of 94 states is 
given; the following is an extract :— 

China, 264,500,000; British empire, 
136,500,000; Russia, 59,000,000; Japan, 
40,500,000; France, 31,500,000; Austria, 
30,000,000; Turkish empire, 24,500,000 ; 
Anam,’ 23,000,000; Spain, 15,000,000; 
Morocco, 15,000,000 ; Persia, 13,500,000 ; 
Afghanistan, 12,800,000; Low Countries, 
12,800,000; Burmese, 12,000,000; Corea, 
12,000,000; Thibet, 12,000,000; Prussia, 
11,370,000; United States, 10,645,000; 
Naples, 7,500,000; Brazil, 5,500,000. The 
principality of Lichtenstein contains the 
smallest number of inhabitants owt of 94 
states, having only 5,800 inhabitants. 

The whole population of the world, the 
surface of which has been estimated at 
197 million square miles by some, and 
199 million by others, as nearly as could 
be accurately ascertained, is thought to 
be from 700 to 750,000,000. 


Franklin’s Legacy to Mechanics. 


Among the charities of Philadelphia, 
may be enumerated the bequest of Dr. 
Franklin to the corporation of the city, 
for the purpose of lending small sums 
“to such young unmarried artificers, un- 
der the age of twenty-five, as have served 
an apprenticeship in the city, and faith- 
fully fulfilled the duties required in their 
indentures.” The legacy amounted to 
1000/. No loan to one person is to exceed 
601, nor to be less than 151. The interest 
paid by the borrower is 5/. per cent. ; and 
he is required to give a bond with two 
sureties tor the repayment of the soe 
The present amount of the sum, includ- 
ing interest due, is $17,596, being an in- 
crease of $13,152. Dr. Franklin calcu- 
lated, that, at the end of 100 years, it 
would amount to 131,000/., or $ 580,640; 
of which he directed that 100,0U0/. should 
be applied to public purposes, and the 
balance of 31,000/. left to accumulate for 
another century, at the end of which pe- 
riod it will amount to four millions of 
pounds sterling; which sum is to be di- 
vided between the inhabitants of Phila- 
delphia and the state of Pennsylvania. 


Fire-proof Wood. 

A composition has been discovered by 
Dr. Fuchs, member of the Academy of 
Science at Munich, whereby wood is ren- 
dered incombustible. The composition is 


made of granulated earth, which has been 
previously well washed in a solution of 
caustic alkali, and cleared from every he- 
terogeneous matter. This mixture, which 
is not decomposed by either fire or water, 
being spread on the wood, forms a kind 
of vitreous coat, which is also proof against 
each of these opposing elements. The 
building committee of the royal theatre 
in that city, has made two public experi- 
ments on small buildings, six or eight feet 
long, and of a proportionate height—one 
covered with the composition, the other 
left as usual: the fire was kindled in each” 
equally: that not covered with the com- 
position was quickly consumed, the other 
remained pertect and entire. The cost of 
this process is trifling—only about 20d. 
per 100 square feet. The theatre has been 
submitted to the process, containing near- 
ly 400,000 square feet. The late Earl Stan- 
hope made some very successful experi- 
ments of the kind: he coated a buildin 
with a mixture of sand and glue, whic 
proved completely fire-proof. 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Thé board of directors of this society 
held their annual meeting in the vestry 
of St. James’s church, Philadelphia, on 
Thursday and Friday, the 19th and 20th 
of May. The treasurer’s accounts for the 
past year were examined and allowed, and 
an executive committee appointed to act 
until the triennial meeting of the society 
in November next, with directions to as- 
certain a suitable place for the labours of 
a Protestant Episcopal missionary in South- 
America. The Rev. Levi S. Ives, (South 
Front-street, Philadelphia,) was chosen 
corresponding secretary, in place of the 
Rev. George Boyd, resigned. About $2000 
have been expended during the past year, 
in aid of missions in Michigan, Missouri, 
and other parts of the western states.— 
Church Revister. 

_—o 
Confirmations. 

Bishop Hobart continued the admini- 
stration of the ordinance of confirmation 
in this eity during the months of Aprik 
and May, as follows: viz. Sunday, April 
9, in the afternoon, at St. Stephen’s, when 
97 were confirmed. On Sunday the 16th, 
in the afternoon, at Zion church, when 9S 
were confirmed, of which number 21 were 
teachers in the Sunday school. On the 
next Sunday, the 23d, in the morning at 
St. Mark’s, when 27 received that holy 
rite ; and in the afternoon at Du St. Esprit, 
when 18 were confirmed. On Sunday the 
7th May, at St. Philip’s, when 113 were 
confirmed ; and on Sunday the 2ist, at 
the chapel of All-Saints, when 14 partook 
of that ordinance. On these occasions the 





bishop preached a sermon and delivered 
an a riate address to the recipients. 
It gives us pleasure to notice the number 
confirmed at St. Philip’s, the church of 
the coloured people, as an evidence of the 
blessing of God on the labours of its assi- 
duous and excellent pastor, the Rev. Peter 
Williams, (a man of colour,) whom, we 
are happy to be informed, it is soon the 
interition of the bishop to admit to priests’ 
orders. _ 
Ordinations. 

In St.'Michael’s church, Bristol, Rhode- 
Island, on Sunday, the 23d April, Mr. John 
Bristed was admitted to the holy order 
of deacons by the Right Rev. Alexander 
V. Griswold, D. D., bishop-of the Eastern 
Diocese. Morning prayers were read by 
the Rev. Mr. Peck, and a sermon delivered 
by the Rev. Benjamin B. Smith, rector of 
St. Stephen’s church, Middlebury, Ver- 
mont, from 2 Cor. xii. 14, “ I seek not yours, 
but you.”—Philadelphia Recorder, May 13, 
1826. 

On Tuesday, the 2d of May, an ordina- 
tion was held at St. John’s church, Yonk- 
ers, by the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, 
and Mr. Smith Pyne and Mr. Edward 
Davis admitted to the holy order of dea- 
cons; and the Rev. John West, deacon, the 
minister of that church, admitted to the 
holy order of priests. 

Qn Thursday, the 11th May, in Christ 
church, Reading, during the session of 
the convention of Pennsylvania, the Right 
Rev. Bishop White admitted the Rev. 
William Eldred, deacon, missionary in 
Columbia and Lycoming counties, to the 
holy order of priests; and at the same 
time Mr. W. R. Bowman was admitted to 
the holy order of deacons. Morning prayer 
was read by the Rev. George Weller, of 
Philadelphia ; and the sermon preached 
by the Rev. Jehu C. Clay, rector of St. 
James’s; Perkiomen, and St. John’s, Norris- 
town. The communion was administered 
by the bishop. 

——_ 

The Right Rev. Shute Barrington, bi- 
shop of Durham, died on the 25th of March 
last, at the advanced age of ninety-two 
years, having worn the mitre for nearly 
sixty years. He was an exemplary Chris- 
tian, a highly respectable divine, and an 
able and perspicuous writer. He is to be 
succeeded in the bishopric by Dr. Van 
Mildert, the bishop of Landaff; and the 
vacant see is to be filled by Dr. C. Sumner. 





The correspondence between the vestry of the church Du St. Esprit and their late pastor, 
the Rev. Dr. Péneveyre, is necessarily deferred until our next, 
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We readily comply with the request of a 
friend in giving place to the following lines © 


On the Death of a Child. 


There is a flower to summer known, 
Whose leaf will fade as soon 4s blown; 
Yet, for the transient space it lives, 

So rich a brexth its blossom gives, 

It seems embodying all the powers 

Of fragrance rare, that other flowers 

Have breatli’d throughout their longer prime, 
In the brief moment of its time. 


So bloom’d our Arabella here ; 

Scarce did the bud of life appear, 

When lo, in childhood’s opening hour, 
Death prey’d upon that charming fiower! 
Yet, like the aloe’s short-lived bloom, 
Her soul exhaled such strong perfume, 
That, centred in her life, appears 

All that would bless and eharm for years, 


In all she did, or spoke, or sung, 

A nameless spell about her hung, 

An air so sweet, it seem’d to tell 

She was not long on earth to dwell. 
Whether the joy, devoid of guile, 
Dimpied her mouth with pleasure’s smile, 
As the light frolic she pursued 

That suits with childhood’s happy mood; 
Or when she tried each infant art 

‘To wind about her parent’s heart, 
Would prim her little lips and smile, 
Full pleased with her successful wile; 

Or when upon her bended knee, 

From the blest lips of purity, 

With folded hands and pious air 

She breath’d to Heaven her holy prayer; 
Or when her gentle voice would raise, 
In notes of love, her Saviour’s praise, 
And soft this sacred lay would sing, 

** Sweet is the work, my God, my King.” 
In all a lovely spirit shone, 

Too heavenly for the world to own! 


Alas! her tuneful, warbling breath 

Ts hush’d—for ever hush’d in death ; 

And that still heart within the bier 

Can feel not e’en a parent’s tear! 

But faith will raise the streaming eye 

To worlds where nought can ever die, 
Where the young cherub waves her wings, 
And her eternal anthem sings, 

And waits the hour, when those who mourn, 
Like ler, shall be to glory borne. 


, ——————__} 


Calendar for July, 1826. 
2. Sixth Sunday after Trinity. 
9. Seventh Sunday after Trinity. 
16. Eighth Sunday after Trinity. 
23. Ninth Sunday after Trinity. 
25. St. James the Apostle. 
30. Tenth Sunday after Trinity. 











